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Mao: The Unknown Story by Jung Chang and Jon Halliday was published in 2005 to a great fanfare. The
book portrays Mao as a monster – equal to or worse than Hitler and Stalin – and a fool who won power by
native cunning and ruled by terror. It received a rapturous welcome from reviewers in the popular press and
rocketed to the top of the worldwide bestseller list. Few works on China by writers in the West have
achieved its impact.

Reviews by serious China scholars, however, tended to take a different view. Most were sharply critical,
questioning its authority and the authors’ methods , arguing that Chang and Halliday’s book is not a work of
balanced scholarship, as it purports to be, but a highly selective and even polemical study that sets out to
demonise Mao.

This book brings together sixteen reviews of Mao: The Unknown Story – all by internationally well-regarded
specialists in modern Chinese history, and published in relatively specialised scholarly journals. Taken
together they demonstrate that Chang and Halliday’s portrayal of Mao is in many places woefully inaccurate.
While agreeing that Mao had many faults and was responsible for some disastrous policies, they conclude
that a more balanced picture is needed.
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From reader reviews:

Maryann Goldberg:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Was Mao Really a
Monster?: The Academic Response to Chang and Halliday's "Mao: The Unknown Story". All type of book
could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Tony Hill:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Was Mao Really a Monster?: The
Academic Response to Chang and Halliday's "Mao: The Unknown Story" is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Kevin Lewis:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Was Mao Really a Monster?: The Academic Response to Chang and Halliday's "Mao:
The Unknown Story" book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer of Was Mao Really a Monster?: The Academic Response to Chang and
Halliday's "Mao: The Unknown Story" content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Was Mao Really a Monster?: The Academic Response to Chang and Halliday's "Mao:
The Unknown Story" is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Keith Robertson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Was Mao Really a Monster?: The Academic
Response to Chang and Halliday's "Mao: The Unknown Story", you are able to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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