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Uncommon Women discusses provocative, highly readable, nineteenth-century American texts that
complicate notions of self-writing and female agency. This feminist study considers the generic forms,
language, and illustrations of a group of complex and often daring texts, including Sarah Kemble Knight’s
unconventional travel Journal (1825); Fanny Fern’s controversial newspaper essays (1851–72); Civil War
nurse Louisa May Alcott’s Hospital Sketches (1863); and cross-dressed soldier’s S. Emma E. Edmonds’s
Nurseand Spy in the Union Army (1865), along with later women’s war reminiscences. The study concludes
with a fresh reading of neglected aspects of Harriet Jacobs’s Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861), the
primary Black female autobiographical text of the century, which fundamentally displays what whiteness
enabled.
 
Uncommon Women reveals attempts of white middle-class women to both violate and align themselves with
gendered assumptions. In doing so, it makes visible the ways in which these texts disputed restrictive female
constructions, tested boundaries of race and class, and anticipated reaction to their disruptive discourses. The
resulting conflicted self-representations illuminate the vexed contours of women’s autobiography.
This study’s findings make plain the impact of white/male discourses of gender on women’s self-
narrativeand illustrate how unconventional women were pressured to embrace domesticity, heterosexuality,
marriage, motherhood, and political passivity.
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From reader reviews:

Carmine Adams:

Here thing why this particular Uncommon Women: Gender and Representation in Nineteenth-Century U.S.
Women's Writing are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends
in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Uncommon Women:
Gender and Representation in Nineteenth-Century U.S. Women's Writing giving you information deeper and
in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Uncommon
Women: Gender and Representation in Nineteenth-Century U.S. Women's Writing. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Uncommon Women: Gender and Representation in Nineteenth-Century U.S. Women's Writing in e-book
can be your substitute.

Danny Exum:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Uncommon Women: Gender and
Representation in Nineteenth-Century U.S. Women's Writing as your daily resource information.

Charles Valentine:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe
you answer is usually Uncommon Women: Gender and Representation in Nineteenth-Century U.S. Women's
Writing why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Violet Jarrell:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Uncommon Women: Gender and Representation in
Nineteenth-Century U.S. Women's Writing or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you



know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Uncommon Women: Gender and Representation in
Nineteenth-Century U.S. Women's Writing to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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