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In the Great Recession of 2007-2009, the United States suffered the most sustained and extensive wave of
job destruction since the Great Depression. When families in need sought help from the safety net, however,
they found themselves trapped in a system that increasingly tied public assistance to private employment. In
The Workfare State, Eva Bertram recounts the compelling history of the evolving social contract from the
New Deal to the present to show how a need-based entitlement was replaced with a work-conditioned safety
net, heightening the economic vulnerability of many poor families.

The Workfare State challenges the conventional understanding of the development of modern public
assistance policy. New Deal and Great Society Democrats expanded federal assistance from the 1930s to the
1960s, according to the standard account. After the 1980 election, the tide turned and Republicans ushered in
a new conservative era in welfare politics. Bertram argues that the decisive political struggles took place in
the 1960s and 1970s, when Southern Democrats in Congress sought to redefine the purposes of public
assistance in ways that would preserve their region's political, economic, and racial order. She tells the story
of how the South—the region with the nation's highest levels of poverty and inequality and least generous
social welfare policies—won the fight to rewrite America's antipoverty policy in the decades between the
Great Society and the 1996 welfare reform. Their successes provided the foundation for leaders in both
parties to build the contemporary workfare state—just as deindustrialization and global economic
competition made low-wage jobs less effective at providing income security and mobility.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Tubbs:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book The Workfare
State: Public Assistance Politics from the New Deal to the New Democrats (American Governance: Politics,
Policy, and Public Law). All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

James Dickens:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Workfare State: Public
Assistance Politics from the New Deal to the New Democrats (American Governance: Politics, Policy, and
Public Law), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified
as reading friends.

Titus Johnson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book The Workfare State: Public Assistance Politics from the New Deal to
the New Democrats (American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law) was filled with regards to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Carmen Helton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that can you
choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Workfare State: Public Assistance Politics from the
New Deal to the New Democrats (American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law).
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