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Nearly forty percent of humanity lives on an average of two dollars a day or less. If you've never had to
survive on an income so small, it is hard to imagine. How would you put food on the table, afford a home,
and educate your children? How would you handle emergencies and old age? Every day, more than a billion
people around the world must answer these questions. Portfolios of the Poor is the first book to
systematically explain how the poor find solutions to their everyday financial problems.

The authors conducted year-long interviews with impoverished villagers and slum dwellers in Bangladesh,
India, and South Africa--records that track penny by penny how specific households manage their money.
The stories of these families are often surprising and inspiring. Most poor households do not live hand to
mouth, spending what they earn in a desperate bid to keep afloat. Instead, they employ financial tools, many
linked to informal networks and family ties. They push money into savings for reserves, squeeze money out
of creditors whenever possible, run sophisticated savings clubs, and use microfinancing wherever available.
Their experiences reveal new methods to fight poverty and ways to envision the next generation of banks for
the "bottom billion."

Indispensable for those in development studies, economics, and microfinance, Portfolios of the Poor will
appeal to anyone interested in knowing more about poverty and what can be done about it.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Roche:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Portfolios of the Poor: How the World's Poor Live on $2 a Day book is readable
simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
regarding Portfolios of the Poor: How the World's Poor Live on $2 a Day content conveys the thought easily
to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Portfolios of the Poor: How the World's Poor Live on $2 a Day
is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Barbara Palmer:

The particular book Portfolios of the Poor: How the World's Poor Live on $2 a Day has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Jack Johnson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Portfolios of the Poor: How the
World's Poor Live on $2 a Day, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Irene Gonzales:

The book untitled Portfolios of the Poor: How the World's Poor Live on $2 a Day contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice learn.
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