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When it was first published in France in 1961 as Folie et Déraison: Histoire de la Folie à l'âge Classique,
few had heard of a thirty-four year old philosopher by the name of Michel Foucault. By the time an abridged
English edition was published in 1967 as Madness and Civilization, Michel Foucault had shaken the
intellectual world.

This translation is the first English edition of the complete French texts of the first and second edition,
including all prefaces and appendices, some of them unavailable in the existing French edition.

History of Madness begins in the Middle Ages with vivid descriptions of the exclusion and confinement of
lepers. Why, Foucault asks, when the leper houses were emptied at the end of the Middle Ages, were they
turned into places of confinement for the mad? Why, within the space of several months in 1656, was one
out of every hundred people in Paris confined?

Shifting brilliantly from Descartes and early Enlightenment thought to the founding of the Hôpital Général in
Paris and the work of early psychiatrists Philippe Pinel and Samuel Tuke, Foucault focuses throughout, not
only on scientific and medical analyses of madness, but also on the philosophical and cultural values
attached to the mad. He also urges us to recognize the creative and liberating forces that madness represents,
brilliantly drawing on examples from Goya, Nietzsche, Van Gogh and Artaud.

The History of Madness is an inspiring and classic work that challenges us to understand madness, reason
and power and the forces that shape them.
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From reader reviews:

Sammy McManus:

This book untitled History of Madness to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

David Nester:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This History of Madness can be the respond
to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Norman Duque:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This guide History of Madness was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time
to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Shawn Martinez:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this History of Madness can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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