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Anthropologist David Graeber undertakes the first detailed ethnographic study of the global justice
movement. The case study at the center of Direct Action is the organizing and events that led to the one of
the most dramatic and militant mass protests in recent years—against the Summit of the Americas in Québec
City. Written in a clear, accessible style (with a minimum of academic jargon), this study brings readers
behind the scenes of a movement that has changed the terms of debate about world power relations. From
informal conversations in coffee shops to large “spokescouncil” planning meetings and tear gas-drenched
street actions, Graeber paints a vivid and fascinating picture.

Along the way, he addresses matters of deep interest to anthropologists: meeting structure and process,
language, symbolism and representation, the specific rituals of activist culture, and much more. Starting from
the assumption that, when dealing with possibilities of global transformation and emerging political forms, a
disinterested, “objective” perspective is impossible, Graeber writes as both scholar and activist. At the same
time, his experiment in the application of ethnographic methods to important ongoing political events is a
serious and unique contribution to the field of anthropology, as well as an inquiry into anthropology’s
political implications.

David Graeber is an anthropologist and activist who teaches at the University of London. Active in
numerous direct-action political organizations, he has written for Harper’s Magazine and is the author of
Fragments of an Anarchist Anthropology, Towards an Anthropological Theory of Value, and Possibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Berg:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Direct Action: An Ethnography.

Brandy Hagaman:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Direct Action:
An Ethnography is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Yvonne Casey:

This Direct Action: An Ethnography usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The reason of this Direct Action: An Ethnography can be on the list of great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Direct Action: An Ethnography forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Brian Paige:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Direct Action: An Ethnography this reserve consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study
when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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