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In the wake of modern genocide, we tend to think of violence against minorities as a sign of intolerance, or,
even worse, a prelude to extermination. Violence in the Middle Ages, however, functioned differently,
according to David Nirenberg. In this provocative book, he focuses on specific attacks against minorities in
fourteenth-century France and the Crown of Aragon (Aragon, Catalonia, and Valencia). He argues that these
attacks--ranging from massacres to verbal assaults against Jews, Muslims, lepers, and prostitutes--were often
perpetrated not by irrational masses laboring under inherited ideologies and prejudices, but by groups that
manipulated and reshaped the available discourses on minorities. Nirenberg shows that their use of violence
expressed complex beliefs about topics as diverse as divine history, kinship, sex, money, and disease, and
that their actions were frequently contested by competing groups within their own society.

Nirenberg's readings of archival and literary sources demonstrates how violence set the terms and limits of
coexistence for medieval minorities. The particular and contingent nature of this coexistence is underscored
by the book's juxtapositions--some systematic (for example, that of the Crown of Aragon with France, Jew
with Muslim, medieval with modern), and some suggestive (such as African ritual rebellion with Catalan
riots). Throughout, the book questions the applicability of dichotomies like tolerance versus intolerance to
the Middle Ages, and suggests the limitations of those analyses that look for the origins of modern European
persecutory violence in the medieval past.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

The publication untitled Communities of Violence: Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ages is the e-
book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Communities of Violence:
Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ages from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Agnes Henson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Communities of Violence:
Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ages which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's see.

Mary Tiller:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Communities of Violence: Persecution of
Minorities in the Middle Ages or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great
a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Communities of Violence: Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ages to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Wilma Richards:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Communities of Violence:
Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ages to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion
for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the book Communities of Violence:
Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ages can to be your friend when you're experience alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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