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In southeastern Morocco, around the oasis of Tafilalet, the Ait Khabbash people weave brightly colored
carpets, embroider indigo head coverings, paint their faces with saffron, and wear ornate jewelry. Their
extraordinarily detailed arts arerich in cultural symbolism; they are always breathtakingly beautiful—and
they are typically made by women. Like other Amazigh (Berber) groups (but in contrast to the Arab societies
of North Africa), the Ait Khabbash have entrusted their artistic responsibilities to women. Cynthia Becker
spent years in Morocco living among these women and, through family connections and femal e fellowship,
achieved unprecedented access to the artistic rituals of the Ait Khabbash. The result is more than a stunning
examination of the arts themselves, it is also an illumination of women's rolesin Islamic North Africaand
the many ways in which women negotiate complex social and religious issues.

One of the reasons Amazigh women are artists is that the arts are expressions of ethnic identity, and it
follows that the guardians of Amazigh identity ought to be those who literally ensure its continuation from
generation to generation, the Amazigh women. Not surprisingly, the arts are visual expressions of
womanhood, and fertility symbols are prevalent. Controlling the visual symbols of Amazigh identity has
given these women power and prestige. Their clothing, tattoos, and jewelry are public identity statements;
such public artistic expressions contrast with the stereotype that women in the |slamic world are secluded
and veiled. But their role as public identity symbols can also be restrictive, and history (French colonialism,
the subsequent rise of an Arab-dominated government in Morocco, and the recent emergence of a
transnationa Berber movement) has forced Ait Khabbash women to adapt their arts as their people adapt to
the contemporary world. By framing Amazigh arts with historical and cultural context, Cynthia Becker
allows the reader to see the full measure of these fascinating artworks.
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From reader reviews:
Richard Reid:

The book Amazigh Artsin Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Amazigh
Artsin Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity to become your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou may know
everything if you like open and read a book Amazigh Artsin Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity.
Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuas. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Carl Yeates:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Amazigh Artsin Morocco: Women
Shaping Berber Identity that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading practice al over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you may pick Amazigh Artsin Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity
become your own starter.

Alice Billups:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you arerelated is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of many booksin the
top listing in your reading list will be Amazigh Artsin Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward
and review this guide you can get many advantages.

AnnaHart:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Amazigh Artsin Morocco: Women Shaping
Berber Identity or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students
especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Amazigh Artsin Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity to make your



spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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