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Humphrey Bogart: it’s hard to think of anyone who’s had the same lasting impact on the culture of movies.
Though he died at the young age of fifty-seven more than half a century ago, his influence among actors and
filmmakers, and his enduring appeal for film lovers around the world, remains as strong as ever. What is it
about Bogart, with his unconventional looks and noticeable speech impediment, that has captured our
collective imagination for so long? In this definitive biography, Stefan Kanfer answers that question, along
the way illuminating the private man Bogart was and shining the spotlight on some of the greatest
performances ever captured on celluloid.

Bogart fell into show business almost by accident and worked for nearly twenty years before becoming the
star we know today. Born into a life of wealth and privilege in turn-of-the-century New York, Bogart was a
troublemaker throughout his youth, getting kicked out of prep school and running away to join the navy at
the age of nineteen. After a short, undistinguished stint at sea, Bogart spent his early twenties drifting
aimlessly from one ill-fitting career to another, until, through a childhood friend, he got his first theater job.
Working first as a stagehand and then, reluctantly, as a bit-part player, Bogart cut his teeth in one forgettable
role after another. But it was here he began to develop a work ethic; deciding that there were “two kinds of
men: professionals and bums,” Bogart, for the first time in his life, wanted to be the former.

After the Crash of ’29, Bogart headed west to try his luck in Hollywood. That luck was scarce, and he
slogged through more than thirty B-movie roles before his drinking buddy John Huston wrote him a part that
would change everything; with High Sierra, Bogart finally broke through at the age of forty—being a pro
had paid off.

What followed was a string of movies we have come to know as the most beloved classics of American
cinema: The Maltese Falcon, Casablanca, The Big Sleep, The African Queen . . . the list goes on and on.
Kanfer appraises each of the films with an unfailing critical eye, weaving in lively accounts of behind-the-
scenes fun and friendships, including, of course, the great love story of Bogart and Bacall. What emerges in
these pages is the portrait of a great Hollywood life, and the final word on why there can only ever be one
Bogie.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Sturgill:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Tough Without a Gun will make
you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Luis Martin:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the publication untitled Tough Without a Gun can be fine book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Donn Chavez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Tough Without a Gun
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react to
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you may pick Tough Without a Gun become your own starter.

Paul Hardy:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time
to be read. Tough Without a Gun can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have
those short spare time problems.
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