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Becoming a mother profoundly alters one’s perception of the world, as Lindal Buchanan learned firsthand
when she gave birth. Suddenly attentive to representations of mothers and mothering in advertisements,
fiction, film, art, education, and politics, she became intrigued by the persuasive force of the concept of
motherhood, an interest that unleashed a host of questions: How is the construct defined? How are maternal
appeals crafted, presented, and performed? What do they communicate about gender and power? How do
they affect women? Her quest for answers has produced Rhetorics of Motherhood, the first book-length
consideration of the topic through a feminist rhetorical lens.

Although both male and female rhetors employ motherhood to promote themselves and their agendas,
Buchanan argues it is particularly slippery terrain for women—on the one hand, affording them authority and
credibility but, on the other, positioning them disadvantageously within the gendered status quo. Rhetorics of
Motherhood investigates that paradox by detailing the cultural construction and performance of the Mother
in American public discourse, tracing its use and impact in three case studies, and by theorizing how, when,
and why maternal discourses work to women’s benefit or detriment. In the process, the reader encounters a
fascinating array of issues—including birth control, civil rights, and abortion—and rhetors, ranging from
Diane Nash and Margaret Sanger to Sarah Palin and Michelle Obama.

As Buchanan makes clear, motherhood is a rich site for investigating the interrelationships among gender,
power, and public discourse. Her latest book contributes to the discipline of rhetoric by attending to and
making a convincing case for the significance of this understudied subject. With its examination of timely
controversies, contemporary and historical figures, and powerful women, Rhetorics of Motherhood will
appeal to a wide array of readers in rhetoric, communications, American studies, women’s studies, and
beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Vargas:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in
Rhetorics and Feminisms).

Donn Chavez:

The book Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Rhetorics of
Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Suzanne Ferris:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time those
information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) as the daily
resource information.

Christopher Scoville:

This book untitled Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.
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