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Examines the organized efforts to reshape the law relating to young women’s sexuality in the United States.

Starting with the mid-nineteenth-century campaign by the American Female Moral Reform Society to
criminalize seduction and moving forward to the late twentieth-century conservative effort to codify a
national abstinence-only education policy, Regulating Desire explores the legal regulation of young
women’s sexuality in the United States. The book covers five distinct time periods in which changing social
conditions generated considerable public anxiety about youthful female sexuality and examines how
successive generations of reformers sought to revise the law in an effort to manage unruly desires and restore
a gendered social order. J. Shoshanna Ehrlich draws upon a rich array of primary source materials, including
reform periodicals, court cases, legislative hearing records, and abstinence curricula to create an
interdisciplinary narrative of socially embedded legal change. Capturing the complex and dynamic nature of
the relationship between the state and the sexualized youthful female body, she highlights how the law both
embodies and shapes gendered understandings of normative desire as mediated by considerations of race and
class.

“This excellent overview of changing views of female sexuality … raises provocative questions about young
women’s understanding of and control over their own bodies. A valuable contribution to scholarship in
sexuality studies, rhetorical analysis, public policy, and legal history, as well as to the emerging field of girls’
studies … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

“Extremely thorough and very enjoyable to read, this book provides an authoritative scholarly voice on its
subject matter.” — Alesha E. Doan, coauthor of The Politics of Virginity: Abstinence in Sex Education

J. Shoshanna Ehrlich is Associate Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies at the University of
Massachusetts Boston. She is the author of Family Law for Paralegals, Sixth Edition and Who Decides? The
Abortion Rights of Teens.
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From reader reviews:

Jocelyn Welch:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Regulating Desire: From the Virtuous Maiden to the
Purity Princess can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

James Reveles:

Precisely why? Because this Regulating Desire: From the Virtuous Maiden to the Purity Princess is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will
go to the book store hurriedly.

David Hester:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Regulating Desire: From the Virtuous Maiden to the Purity Princess your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get before. The Regulating Desire: From the Virtuous Maiden to the Purity Princess giving
you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better
life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Mildred Lyons:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Regulating Desire: From the Virtuous Maiden to the Purity
Princess was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Regulating Desire:
From the Virtuous Maiden to the Purity Princess has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up.



Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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