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Sees a way out of the contentious debates over the role of religion in American public life by looking back to
the ideas of John Locke and the nation's Founders.

Returning to the ideas of John Locke and the Founders themselves, Barbara A. McGraw examines the debate
about the role of religion in American public life and unravels the confounded rhetoric on all sides. She
reveals that no group has been standing on proper ground and that all sides have misused terminology
(religion/secular), dichotomies (public/private), and concepts (separation of church and state) in ways that
have little relevance to the original intentions of the Founders. She rediscovers a theology underlying the
founding documents of the nation that is neither anyone’s particular religion nor one requiring religion.
Instead, it justifies freedom of conscience for all and provides a two-tiered public forum—a civic public
forum and a conscientious public forum—for the debate itself and the actions that debate inspires. America’s
Sacred Ground—this theology and its public forum—determines the meaning of freedom and the ways in
which Americans can pursue “the good”: good government, good communities, good families, good
relations between individuals, and good individuals from a plurality of perspectives. By exploring our past,
McGraw answers the critical question, Who are we as a people and what do we stand for?

Barbara A. McGraw, JD, PhD, is Professor of Social Ethics, Law and Public Life and Director of the Center
for Engaged Religious Pluralism at Saint Mary’s College of California. She is coeditor (with Jo Renee
Formicola) of Taking Religious Pluralism Seriously: Spiritual Politics on America’s Sacred Ground and
coauthor (with Robert S. Ellwood) of Many Peoples, Many Faiths: Women and Men in the World Religions,
Ninth Edition.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Cooke:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Rediscovering America's
Sacred Ground: Public Religion and Pursuit of the Good in a Pluralistic America (SUNY series, Religion and
American Public Life) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Carolyn Fletcher:

The book untitled Rediscovering America's Sacred Ground: Public Religion and Pursuit of the Good in a
Pluralistic America (SUNY series, Religion and American Public Life) contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice study.

Patricia Stewart:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list will be Rediscovering America's Sacred Ground: Public Religion
and Pursuit of the Good in a Pluralistic America (SUNY series, Religion and American Public Life). This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Richard Manning:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply
searching from it. It is identified as of book Rediscovering America's Sacred Ground: Public Religion and
Pursuit of the Good in a Pluralistic America (SUNY series, Religion and American Public Life). You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one



location to other place.
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