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In the hundred years that led up to expulsion in 1492, hundreds of thousands of Spanish Jews converted
publically - but not privately - to Christianity. They left some clues to their compelling and dangerous secret
lives, revealed through personal artifacts. This book examines one such artifact - the brilliant 15th-century
Vizcaya carpet that has bedazzled experts and visitors alike. It becomes clear through this original study of
the private lives of the noble family who commissioned the carpet, as well as the weavers who wove it, that
neither group were Christians. They were secret Jews, also known as conversos. The symbols in the carpet -
with their hidden messages of Judaism and Kabbalah - are analyzed in the book, along with their alternative
meanings in medieval Christian and Islamic culture. Jewish Symbols and Secrets also traces the history of
the Star of David in Judaism, from Biblical times to 1600 C.E. The hitherto neglected role of textiles in
Jewish culture is uncovered, as is the ancient history of the Sephardi weavers of Spain and the
Mediterranean, from Biblical to Islamic times. Further insights are gained in the oft-debated question as to
the total number of Jews who converted to Christianity. In understanding the worlds and the guarded secret
lives of the people who came together to create this carpet, we now see it as an extraordinary and beautifully
encoded statement of Jewish faith and survival. *** "...Felton's book presents a fascinating portrayal of the
mysterious world of the conversos. He provides the historical background for the Jewish situation in 15th
century Spain and also discusses the centrality of weaving in Murcia, Spain...He considers the role played by
carpets in Jewish life and chronicles the work of Jewish weavers in Spain and North Africa.....This is a
carefully researched work which examines intriguing questions in an accessible and thought-provoking
manner." AJL Reviews, November/December 2012
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Munoz:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
Jewish Symbols and Secrets: A Fifteenth-Century Spanish Carpet.

Jeffrey Gorski:

Exactly why? Because this Jewish Symbols and Secrets: A Fifteenth-Century Spanish Carpet is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the book store hurriedly.

Jimmy Martinez:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Jewish Symbols and Secrets: A Fifteenth-Century Spanish Carpet the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Jewish Symbols and Secrets: A Fifteenth-Century
Spanish Carpet giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Shane Dagostino:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Jewish Symbols and Secrets: A Fifteenth-Century Spanish Carpet we can acquire more



advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by
this book Jewish Symbols and Secrets: A Fifteenth-Century Spanish Carpet. You can more inviting than
now.
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