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After training at St John's Wood in London and in Exeter, Alexander Douglas Thorburn was posted to the
BEF in France, joining the 2/22nd London (Howitzer) Battery, Royal Field Artillery as a subaltern officer.
After service in the Vimy Ridge sector, with his division, the 60th (2/2nd London) Division, he crossed the
Mediterranean to join the British Army in Salonika. Following a further move in mid-1917, Thorburn arrived
in Palestine where he saw service with the 74th (Yeomanry) Division during the advance on Jerusalem. A
final move in 1918 took the now Captain Thorburn back to the Western Front to take part in the Advance to
Victory during the closing months of the war. ??After the war, Thorburn wrote an account of his military
service between 1916 and 1918, recording his experiences in France, Greece and Palestine as well as his
initial training in England. He also wrote a series of observations on life as a gunner during the First World
War. Both the account and observations were published as a book, Amateur Gunners, in 1933 by William
Potter of Liverpool. Today, the book is out of print. ??In addition to the book, of which a small number of
copies still exist of course, there are an extensive series of private letters written by Thorburn while on active
service to his mother, father and other relatives. The letters are in the possession of Thorburn's only
grandson. ??Together, the book and letters offer a fascinating insight into the life of a First World War
artillery officer. Lucidly written in a candid style, Thorburn shows excellent observation, description and
narration skills. While Amateur Gunners itself is worthy of reprint, when combined with Thorburn's private
letters and historical context from author Ian Ronayne, this book offers a unique look at a gunner's
experience during the Great War.
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From reader reviews:

Erik Hilyard:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their can do
which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
guardería until university need this kind of Amateur Gunners: The Great War Adventures, Letters and
Observations of Alexander Douglas Thorburn to read.

Clarence Kissel:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Amateur Gunners: The Great War Adventures, Letters and Observations of Alexander Douglas Thorburn
your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Amateur Gunners: The Great War
Adventures, Letters and Observations of Alexander Douglas Thorburn giving you an additional experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era.
So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Trina Durham:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Amateur Gunners: The Great War
Adventures, Letters and Observations of Alexander Douglas Thorburn that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick
Amateur Gunners: The Great War Adventures, Letters and Observations of Alexander Douglas Thorburn
become your personal starter.

Daniel Johnson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add



your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Amateur Gunners: The Great War Adventures, Letters and Observations of Alexander Douglas Thorburn
when you desired it?
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