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Africa is poised on the edge of a potential takeoff to sustained economic growth. This takeoff can be abetted
by a demographic dividend from the changes in population age structure. Declines in child mortality,
followed by declines in fertility, produce a 'bulge' generation and a large number of working age people,
giving a boost to the economy. In the short run lower fertility leads to lower youth dependency rates and
greater female labor force participation outside the home. Smaller family sizes also mean more resources to
invest in the health and education per child boosting worker productivity. In the long run increased life spans
from health improvements mean that this large, high-earning cohort will also want to save for retirement,
creating higher savings and investments, leading to further productivity gains.

Two things are required for the demographic dividend to generate an African economic takeoff. The first is
to speed up the fertility decline that is currently slow or stalled in many countries. The second is economic
policies that take advantage of the opportunity offered by demography. While demographic change can
produce more, and high quality, workers, this potential workforce needs to be productively employed if
Africa is to reap the dividend. However, once underway, the relationship between demographic change and
human development works in both directions, creating a virtuous cycle that can accelerate fertility decline,
social development, and economic growth. Empirical evidence points to three key factors for speeding the
fertility transition: child health, female education, and women's empowerment, particularly through access to
family planning. Harnessing the dividend requires job creation for the large youth cohorts entering working
age, and encouraging foreign investment until domestic savings and investment increase. The appropriate
mix of policies in each country depends on their stage of the demographic transition.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend
or Disaster? (Africa Development Forum) book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Elizabeth Brock:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend or
Disaster? (Africa Development Forum) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Katie Doll:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you personally is Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend or Disaster? (Africa Development Forum) this
guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Heidi Odom:

Beside that Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend or Disaster? (Africa Development Forum) in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend or Disaster?
(Africa Development Forum) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from now!
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