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For the first thousand years of its history, Ireland was shaped by its monasteries and its wars. The artistic
flourishing of the monasteries has received a good deal of attention, but the violent and varied wars have in
recent years gone unremembered. In Wars of the Irish Kings, David Willis McCullough has turned back to
the earliest accounts of these struggles to present a rich tapestry of Ireland's fight for its identity.

Beginning with the legends of ancient wars and warriors, moving through a time when history and
storytelling were not separate crafts, into a time when history was as much propaganda as fact, Wars of the
Irish Kings tells of tribal battles, foreign invasions, Viking raids, family feuds, wars between rival Irish
kingdoms, and wars of rebellion against the English.

This collection is peopled with familiar names: Cuchulain, Finn MacCool, Brian Boru, Mad King Sweeney,
Strongbow, Edward and Robert Bruce, Queen Elizabeth I and Lord Essex, Hugh O'Donnell, and Hugh
O'Neill.

Battles formed the legends and history of the land: the Da Dannan meet the Fir Bolgs near Sligo, Brian Boru
faces the Vikings at Clontarf in Dublin Bay, High King Rory O'Connor confronts the English invaders near
Waterford, O'Briens battle the English (and other O'Briens) at Dysert O'Dea near Limerick, guns are carried
for the first time in battle at Knockdoe near Galway, the Bruces from Scotland and their Irish allies
overwhelm the English at Connor in Ulster, and Hugh O'Neill ambushes General Bagenal near Armagh. The
book ends near Cork in 1601 when the English defeat O'Neill and his Spanish allies at Kinsale.

Common people as well as kings appear in these pages. A foot soldier in the early days of gunpowder
accidentally sets off a disastrous explosion, a harper's disembodied head is sent by error to the king of
England, who displays it as that of the king of Ireland, and a Welsh camp follower named Alice is given the
job of executing Irish captives during the English invasion.

The sources for these stories and many more range from ancient manuscripts telling of mythical battles to a
seventeenth-century siege diary. There are excerpts from such Irish literary masterpieces as The Cattle Raid
of Cooley (The Tain), the monumental Annals of the Four Masters, passages from Gerald of Wales's account
of the English conquest in the twelfth century, pages from an Icelandic saga, and even a blistering letter from
Queen Elizabeth I to her inept commander in Ireland ("You do but piece up a hollow peace . . . ").

The result is a surprisingly immediate and stunning portrait of an all-but-forgotten time that forged the
Ireland to come.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Johnson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Wars of the Irish Kings: A Thousand Years of Struggle, from the Age of
Myth through the Reign of Queen Elizabeth I. Try to the actual book Wars of the Irish Kings: A Thousand
Years of Struggle, from the Age of Myth through the Reign of Queen Elizabeth I as your buddy. It means
that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Anthony Collins:

The book Wars of the Irish Kings: A Thousand Years of Struggle, from the Age of Myth through the Reign
of Queen Elizabeth I can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Wars of the Irish Kings: A Thousand Years of Struggle, from the
Age of Myth through the Reign of Queen Elizabeth I? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Wars of the Irish Kings: A Thousand Years of Struggle, from the Age of Myth
through the Reign of Queen Elizabeth I has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Crow:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Wars of the Irish Kings: A Thousand Years of Struggle, from the
Age of Myth through the Reign of Queen Elizabeth I book is readable by simply you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Wars of the Irish Kings: A
Thousand Years of Struggle, from the Age of Myth through the Reign of Queen Elizabeth I content conveys
the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Wars of the Irish Kings: A Thousand Years of
Struggle, from the Age of Myth through the Reign of Queen Elizabeth I is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Jason Cook:

The particular book Wars of the Irish Kings: A Thousand Years of Struggle, from the Age of Myth through
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth I has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you



can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
scanning this book.
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