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Recently there has been a seemingly endless stream of books praising the glories of ancient and modern
Rome, fretting over Venice's rising tides and moldering galleries, celebrating the Tuscan countryside, wines
and cuisine. But there have been curiously few writings that deal directly with Italy as the country of origin
for the grand- and great-grandparents of nearly twenty-six million Americans. The greatest majority—more
than eight out of ten—of those American descendants of immigrant Italians aren't the progeny of Venetian
doges or Tuscan wealth, but are the diaspora of Southern Italians, people from a place very different than
Renaissance Florence or the modern political entity of Rome. Southern Italians, mostly from villages and
towns sprinkled about the dramatic and remote countryside of Italian provinces even now tourists find only
with determination and rental cars.

In Under the Southern Sun: Stories of the Real Italy and the Americans It Created, journalist Paul Paolicelli
takes us on a grand tour of the Southern Italy of most Italian-American immigrants, including Calabria,
Basilicata, Puglia, Sicily, Abruzzo, and Molise, and explores the many fascinating elements of Southern
Italian society, history, and culture. Along the way, he explores the concept of heritage and of going back to
one's roots, the theory of a cultural subconscious, and most importantly, the idea of a Southern Italian
"sensibility" – where it comes from, how it has been cultivated, and how it has been passed on from
generation to generation. Amidst the delightful blend of travelogue and journalism are wonderful stories
about famous Southern Italian-Americans, most notably Frank Capra and Rudolph Valentino, who were
forced to leave their homeland and to adjust, adapt, and survive in America. He tells the story of the only
large concentration camp built and run by the Fascists during World War II and of the humanity of the
Southerners who ran the place. He visits ancient seaside communities once dominated by castles and
watchtowers and now bathed in tanning oil and tourists, muses over Matera—what is probably Europe's
oldest and most unknown city – and culminates in a fascinating exploration of how one's familial memory
can influence his or her internal value system.

This book is a celebration of Southern Italy, its people, and what it has given to its American descendants.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

Often the book Under the Southern Sun: Stories of the Real Italy and the Americans It Created will bring one
to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Under the Southern Sun:
Stories of the Real Italy and the Americans It Created is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Betty Benner:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Under the Southern Sun: Stories of the Real
Italy and the Americans It Created guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Under the
Southern Sun: Stories of the Real Italy and the Americans It Created as good book not simply by the cover
but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Sandra Birk:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Under the Southern Sun:
Stories of the Real Italy and the Americans It Created can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Samuel Freeman:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Under the Southern Sun: Stories of the Real Italy and the Americans It Created when you
desired it?
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