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Winner of the 2015 Abbott Lowell Cummings prize from the Vernacular Architecture Forum
Winner of the 2016 Sprio Kostof Book Award from the Society of Architectural Historians

In the three decades following World War II, the French government engaged in one of the twentieth
century’s greatest social and architectural experiments: transforming a mostly rural country into a
modernized urban nation. Through the state-sanctioned construction of mass housing and development of
towns on the outskirts of existing cities, a new world materialized where sixty years ago little more than
cabbage and cottages existed.

Known as the banlieue, the suburban landscapes that make up much of contemporary France are near-
opposites of the historic cities they surround. Although these postwar environments of towers, slabs, and
megastructures are often seen as a single utopian blueprint gone awry, Kenny Cupers demonstrates that their
construction was instead driven by the intense aspirations and anxieties of a broad range of people. Narrating
the complex interactions between architects, planners, policy makers, inhabitants, and social scientists, he
shows how postwar dwelling was caught between the purview of the welfare state and the rise of mass
consumerism.

The Social Project unearths three decades of architectural and social experiments centered on the dwelling
environment as it became an object of modernization, an everyday site of citizen participation, and a domain
of social scientific expertise. Beyond state intervention, it was this new regime of knowledge production that
made postwar modernism mainstream. The first comprehensive history of these wide-ranging urban projects,
this book reveals how housing in postwar France shaped both contemporary urbanity and modern
architecture.
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From reader reviews:

Julius Montanez:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Social Project: Housing Postwar France.

Linda Livingston:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Social Project: Housing Postwar France
reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still question The Social Project: Housing Postwar France as good book but
not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by
its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Sandra Maes:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Social Project: Housing Postwar France
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Marie Walsh:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Social Project: Housing Postwar France was
bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Social Project: Housing
Postwar France has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading that will.
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