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This innovative political history provides a new perspective on the enduring question of the origins and
nature of the Indian revolts against the Spanish that exploded in the southern Andean highlands in the 1780s.
Subverting Colonial Authority focuses on one of the main—but least studied—centers of rebel activity
during the age of the Túpac Amaru revolution: the overwhelmingly indigenous Northern Potosí region of
present-day Bolivia. Tracing how routine political conflict developed into large-scale violent upheaval,
Sergio Serulnikov explores the changing forms of colonial domination and peasant politics in the area from
the 1740s (the starting point of large political and economic transformations) through the early 1780s, when
a massive insurrection of the highland communities shook the foundations of Spanish rule.

Drawing on court records, government papers, personal letters, census documents, and other testimonies
from Bolivian and Argentine archives, Subverting Colonial Authority addresses issues that illuminate key
aspects of indigenous rebellion, European colonialism, and Andean cultural history. Serulnikov analyzes
long-term patterns of social conflict rooted in local political cultures and regionally based power relations.
He examines the day-to-day operations of the colonial system of justice within the rural villages as well as
the sharp ideological and political strife among colonial ruling groups. Highlighting the emergence of radical
modes of anticolonial thought and ethnic cooperation, he argues that Andean peasants were able to overcome
entrenched tendencies toward internal dissension and fragmentation in the very process of marshaling both
law and force to assert their rights and hold colonial authorities accountable. Along the way, Serulnikov
shows, they not only widened the scope of their collective identities but also contradicted colonial ideas of
indigenous societies as either secluded cultures or pliant objects of European rule.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Music:

The guide untitled Subverting Colonial Authority: Challenges to Spanish Rule in Eighteenth-Century
Southern Andes is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Subverting
Colonial Authority: Challenges to Spanish Rule in Eighteenth-Century Southern Andes from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Phillip Herzog:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Subverting Colonial Authority: Challenges to
Spanish Rule in Eighteenth-Century Southern Andes reserve written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism Subverting Colonial Authority: Challenges to Spanish Rule in Eighteenth-Century Southern
Andes as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't
ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Margaret Wynkoop:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Subverting Colonial Authority:
Challenges to Spanish Rule in Eighteenth-Century Southern Andes is simple bringing you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Robert Banks:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Subverting Colonial Authority: Challenges to Spanish Rule in
Eighteenth-Century Southern Andes can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book
you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Subverting Colonial Authority: Challenges to Spanish Rule in Eighteenth-Century Southern Andes.
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