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The union of the two royal houses - the Habsburgs and the Bourbons - in the early seventeenth century
illustrates the extent to which marriage was a tool of government in Renaissance Europe, and festivals a
manifestation of power and cultural superiority. With contributions from scholars representing a range of
disciplines, this volume provides an all-round view of the sequence of festivals and events surrounding the
dynastic marriages which were agreed upon in 1612 but not celebrated until 1615 owing to the constant
interruption of festivities by protestant uprisings. The occasion inspired an extraordinary range of records
from exchanges of political pamphlets, descriptions of festivities, visual materials, the music of songs and
ballets, and the impressions of witnesses and participants. The study of these remarkable sources shows how
a team of scholars from diverse disciplines can bring into focus again the creative genius of artists: painters,
architects and costume designers, musicians and poets, experts in equestrianism, in pyrotechnics, and in the
use of symbolic languages. Their artistic efforts were staged against a background of intense political
diplomacy and continuing civil strife; and yet, the determination of Marie de Médicis and her advisers and of
the Duke of Lerma brought to a triumphant conclusion negotiations and spectacular commemorations whose
legacy was to inform festival art throughout European courts for decades.

In addition to printed and manuscript sources, the volume identifies ways of giving future researchers access
to festival texts and studies through digitization, making the book both an in-depth analysis of a particular
occasion and a blueprint for future engagement with digital festival resources.
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From reader reviews:

Zachary Mason:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Dynastic Marriages
1612/1615: A Celebration of the Habsburg and Bourbon Unions (European Festival Studies: 1450-1700) is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Stacey Eades:

Often the book Dynastic Marriages 1612/1615: A Celebration of the Habsburg and Bourbon Unions
(European Festival Studies: 1450-1700) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Dynastic Marriages 1612/1615: A Celebration of the Habsburg and Bourbon
Unions (European Festival Studies: 1450-1700) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the
e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Rodney Hussey:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Dynastic Marriages
1612/1615: A Celebration of the Habsburg and Bourbon Unions (European Festival Studies: 1450-1700) that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over
the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't
be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Dynastic
Marriages 1612/1615: A Celebration of the Habsburg and Bourbon Unions (European Festival Studies:
1450-1700) become your own personal starter.

Aurora Foster:

The book untitled Dynastic Marriages 1612/1615: A Celebration of the Habsburg and Bourbon Unions
(European Festival Studies: 1450-1700) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model,
so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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