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Despite all the hype surrounding the New Atheism, the United States remains one of the most religious
nations on Earth. In fact, 95% of Americans believe in God--a level of agreement rarely seen in American
life. The greatest divisions in America are not between atheists and believers, or even between people of
different faiths. What divides us, this groundbreaking book shows, is how we conceive of God and the role
He plays in our daily lives. Americas Four Gods draws on the most wide-ranging, comprehensive, and
illuminating survey of Americans religious beliefs ever conducted to offer a systematic exploration of how
Americans view God. Paul Froese and Christopher Bader argue that many of Americas most intractable
social and political divisions emerge from religious convictions that are deeply held but rarely openly
discussed. Drawing upon original survey data from thousands of Americans and a wealth of in-depth
interviews from all parts of the country, Froese and Bader trace Americas cultural and political diversity to
its ultimate source--differing opinions about God. They show that regardless of our religious tradition (or
lack thereof), Americans worship four distinct types of God: The Authoritative God--who is both engaged in
the world and judgmental; The Benevolent God--who loves and helps us in spite of our failings; The Critical
God--who catalogs our sins but does not punish them (at least not in this life); and The Distant God--who
stands apart from the world He created. The authors show that these four conceptions of God form the basis
of our worldviews and are among the most powerful predictors of how we feel about the most contentious
issues in American life. Accessible, insightful, and filled with the voices of ordinary Americans discussing
their most personal religious beliefs, Americas Four Gods provides an invaluable portrait of how we view
God and therefore how we view virtually everything else.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Edwards:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Americas Four Gods: What We
Say about God--and What That Says about Us book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Matthew Blackburn:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Americas Four Gods: What We Say about God--and What That Says about Us, you could tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
reserve.

Guillermo Behler:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Americas Four Gods:
What We Say about God--and What That Says about Us that give your fun preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So
, for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Americas Four Gods: What We
Say about God--and What That Says about Us become your own starter.

Julie Boyle:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with



soon. The Americas Four Gods: What We Say about God--and What That Says about Us will give you new
experience in looking at a book.
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