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The fascinating story of a trial that opened a window onto the century-long battle to control nature in
the national parks. 

When twenty-five-year-old Harry Walker was killed by a bear in Yellowstone Park in 1972, the civil trial
prompted by his death became a proxy for bigger questions about American wilderness management that had
been boiling for a century. At immediate issue was whether the Park Service should have done more to keep
bears away from humans, but what was revealed as the trial unfolded was just how fruitless our efforts to
regulate nature in the parks had always been. The proceedings drew to the witness stand some of the most
important figures in twentieth century wilderness management, including the eminent zoologist A. Starker
Leopold, who had produced a landmark conservationist document in the 1950s, and all-American twin
researchers John and Frank Craighead, who ran groundbreaking bear studies at Yellowstone. Their testimony
would help decide whether the government owed the Walker family restitution for Harry's death, but it
would also illuminate decades of patchwork efforts to preserve an idea of nature that had never existed in the
first place.  

In this remarkable excavation of American environmental history, nature writer and former park ranger
Jordan Fisher Smith uses Harry Walker's story to tell the larger narrative of the futile, sometimes fatal,
attempts to remake wilderness in the name of preserving it. Tracing a course from the founding of the
national parks through the tangled twentieth-century growth of the conservationist movement, Smith gives
the lie to the portrayal of national parks as Edenic wonderlands unspoiled until the arrival of Europeans, and
shows how virtually every attempt to manage nature in the parks has only created cascading effects that
require even more management. Moving across time and between Yellowstone, Yosemite, and Glacier
national parks, Engineering Eden shows how efforts at wilderness management have always been undone by
one fundamental problem--that the idea of what is "wild" dissolves as soon as we begin to examine it,
leaving us with little framework to say what wilderness should look like and which human interventions are
acceptable in trying to preserve it.    

In the tradition of John McPhee's The Control of Nature and Alan Burdick's Out of Eden, Jordan Fisher
Smith has produced a powerful work of popular science and environmental history, grappling with critical
issues that we have even now yet to resolve.
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Jimerson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for us. The book Engineering Eden: The True Story of a Violent Death, a
Trial, and the Fight over Controlling Nature was making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Engineering Eden: The True
Story of a Violent Death, a Trial, and the Fight over Controlling Nature is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Engineering Eden: The True
Story of a Violent Death, a Trial, and the Fight over Controlling Nature. You never experience lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Ethan Scott:

This book untitled Engineering Eden: The True Story of a Violent Death, a Trial, and the Fight over
Controlling Nature to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when
you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book
retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Benita Eldridge:

The actual book Engineering Eden: The True Story of a Violent Death, a Trial, and the Fight over
Controlling Nature will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you.
The book Engineering Eden: The True Story of a Violent Death, a Trial, and the Fight over Controlling
Nature is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Evelyn Rodrigue:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Engineering Eden: The True Story of a Violent Death, a Trial, and the Fight over
Controlling Nature we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become
creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Engineering Eden: The True Story of a Violent Death,
a Trial, and the Fight over Controlling Nature. You can more appealing than now.
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