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In 2006 fifteen suburban municipalities of Montreal partially regained the autonomy they lost during the
2002 mergers. The fact that most of these were affluent suburbs did not go unnoticed. Supporters of the "one
island, one city" project saw the demerged municipalities as fiscal and linguistic enclaves refusing
integration into the wider metropolitan community, but for merger opponents they represented the last
political institutions of Quebec's anglophone community, with long-established local identities and distinct
political cultures.

Harold Bérubé studies three of these "distinct societies" - Westmount, Pointe-Claire, and Town of Mount
Royal - between the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the Second World War,
demonstrating that they were the stage for a distinctive form of suburban governance, rooted in the search for
socioeconomic distinction in a quickly changing metropolitan environment. Through the use of local
government, municipal politicians created a physical and social environment that clearly set them apart from
the rest of the island and that conformed to a bourgeois suburban ideal. If they were indeed home to English-
speaking majorities, what really defined their autonomy was affluence, an attention to town planning, and
efficient governance - traits that became the foundations of strong local identities and that persist in the first
decades of the twentieth century.

An in-depth look into the roots of suburban democracy in Montreal, Des sociétés distinctes explores the
desire to create and maintain distinct suburban communities as the surrounding expanding city encroached
upon them and serves as an important historical backdrop to ideas about urban politics, collective identity,
and municipal amalgamation.
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From reader reviews:

Nelson Gendron:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Des sociétés distinctes: Gouverner les banlieues
bourgeoises de Montréal, 1880-1939 (Studies on the History of Quebec/Études d’histoire du Quebec)
(French Edition) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable
book with you?

Karen Horton:

This Des sociétés distinctes: Gouverner les banlieues bourgeoises de Montréal, 1880-1939 (Studies on the
History of Quebec/Études d’histoire du Quebec) (French Edition) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. That Des sociétés distinctes: Gouverner les banlieues bourgeoises de Montréal, 1880-1939
(Studies on the History of Quebec/Études d’histoire du Quebec) (French Edition) without we know teach the
one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Des sociétés distinctes:
Gouverner les banlieues bourgeoises de Montréal, 1880-1939 (Studies on the History of Quebec/Études
d’histoire du Quebec) (French Edition) can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Des sociétés
distinctes: Gouverner les banlieues bourgeoises de Montréal, 1880-1939 (Studies on the History of
Quebec/Études d’histoire du Quebec) (French Edition) having excellent arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Perry:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Des sociétés distinctes: Gouverner les
banlieues bourgeoises de Montréal, 1880-1939 (Studies on the History of Quebec/Études d’histoire du
Quebec) (French Edition) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Melissa Kim:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can



know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide Des sociétés distinctes: Gouverner les banlieues bourgeoises de
Montréal, 1880-1939 (Studies on the History of Quebec/Études d’histoire du Quebec) (French Edition) was
filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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