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ABU NUWAS: Selected Poems Translation & Introduction by Paul Smith Abu Nuwas (757-814) was the
most famous and infamous poet who composed in Arabic of the Abbasid era. His style was extravagant and
his compositions reflected the licentious manners of the upper classes of his day. His father was Arab and his
mother was Persian. As a youth he was sold into slavery; a wealthy benefactor later set him free. By the time
he reached manhood he had settled in Baghdad and was composing poetry. It was at this time, because of his
long hair, he acquired the name Abu Nuwas (Father of Ringlets). Gradually he attracted the attention of
Harun al-Rashid and was given quarters at court. His ability as a poet no doubt was one reason for Abu
Nuwas’ success with the caliph, but after a while he became known as a reprobate and participated in less
reputable pastimes with the ruler. He spent time in Egypt but soon returned to Baghdad to live out his
remaining years. It is said he lived the last part of his life as a Sufi and some of his poems reflect this. He is
popular today, perhaps more so than he ever was, as a kind of comic anti-hero in many Muslim countries.
His poems consist of qit’as (of which he was the first master) ghazals and qasidas. His poems could be
classified into: praises (of nobles and caliphs & famous people), mockeries, jokes, complaints, love of men
and women, wine, hunting, laments, asceticism. All forms are here in the true meaning & rhyme structure.
Introduction on his Life, Times & Poetry and forms he composed in and an appendix of some of the stories
about him in the Arabian Nights. 154 pages. COMMENTS ON PAUL SMITH’S TRANSLATION OF
HAFIZ’S ‘DIVAN’. “It is not a joke... the English version of ALL the ghazals of Hafiz is a great feat and of
paramount importance. I am astonished. ” Dr. Mir Mohammad Taghavi (Dr. of Literature) Tehran. “Superb
translations. 99% Hafiz 1% Paul Smith.” Ali Akbar Shapurzman, translator works in English into Persian
and knower of Hafiz’s Divan off by heart. Paul Smith is a poet, author and translator of many books of Sufi
poets of the Persian, Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Pashtu and other languages… including Hafiz, Sadi, Nizami,
Rumi, ‘Attar, Sana’i, Jahan Khatun, Obeyd Zakani, Mu’in, Amir Khusrau, Nesimi, Kabir, Anvari, Ansari,
Jami, Omar Khayyam, Rudaki, Yunus Emre, Mahsati, Lalla Ded, Bulleh Shah, Shah Latif, Makhfi and many
others, as well as his own poetry, fiction, plays, biographies, children’s books and a dozen screenplays.
www.newhumanitybooksbookheaven.com
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From reader reviews:

Steven Connell:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Abu Nuwas: Selected
Poems suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Abu Nuwas:
Selected Poemsis one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Kenneth Harrell:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Abu Nuwas: Selected Poems provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Hilary Rangel:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Abu Nuwas: Selected Poems can give you a lot of close
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Abu Nuwas: Selected Poems.

John Smithers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So
you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Abu Nuwas: Selected Poems.
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