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Why do so many gamblers risk it all when they know the odds of winning are against them? Why do they
believe dice are "hot" in a winning streak? Why do we expect heads on a coin toss after several flips have
turned up tails? What's Luck Got to Do with It? takes a lively and eye-opening look at the mathematics,
history, and psychology of gambling to reveal the most widely held misconceptions about luck. It exposes
the hazards of feeling lucky, and uses the mathematics of predictable outcomes to show when our chances of
winning are actually good.

Mathematician Joseph Mazur traces the history of gambling from the earliest known archaeological evidence
of dice playing among Neolithic peoples to the first systematic mathematical studies of games of chance
during the Renaissance, from government-administered lotteries to the glittering seductions of grand casinos,
and on to the global economic crisis brought on by financiers' trillion-dollar bets. Using plenty of engaging
anecdotes, Mazur explains the mathematics behind gambling--including the laws of probability, statistics,
betting against expectations, and the law of large numbers--and describes the psychological and emotional
factors that entice people to put their faith in winning that ever-elusive jackpot despite its mathematical
improbability.

As entertaining as it is informative, What's Luck Got to Do with It? demonstrates the pervasive nature of our
belief in luck and the deceptive psychology of winning and losing.

Some images inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
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From reader reviews:

William Chapman:

Here thing why that What's Luck Got to Do with It?: The History, Mathematics, and Psychology of the
Gambler's Illusion are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it
really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. What's Luck Got to
Do with It?: The History, Mathematics, and Psychology of the Gambler's Illusion giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with
What's Luck Got to Do with It?: The History, Mathematics, and Psychology of the Gambler's Illusion. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form
of What's Luck Got to Do with It?: The History, Mathematics, and Psychology of the Gambler's Illusion in
e-book can be your choice.

Mark Dunn:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart
in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this What's Luck Got to Do with It?: The History,
Mathematics, and Psychology of the Gambler's Illusion book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Robert Fox:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline What's Luck
Got to Do with It?: The History, Mathematics, and Psychology of the Gambler's Illusion suitable to you?
Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled What's Luck Got to Do with
It?: The History, Mathematics, and Psychology of the Gambler's Illusionis one of several books that will
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within
this book.

Lee Villegas:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific What's Luck Got to Do with It?: The History,



Mathematics, and Psychology of the Gambler's Illusion can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking
a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might
be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So ,
why hesitate? Let's have What's Luck Got to Do with It?: The History, Mathematics, and Psychology of the
Gambler's Illusion.
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