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Michele Reid-Vazquez reveals the untold story of the strategies of negotiation used by free blacks in the
aftermath of the “Year of the Lash”—a wave of repression in Cuba that had great implications for the
Atlantic World in the next two decades.

At dawn on June 29, 1844, a firing squad in Havana executed ten accused ringleaders of the Conspiracy of
La Escalera, an alleged plot to abolish slavery and colonial rule in Cuba. The condemned men represented
prominent members of Cuba’s free community of African descent, including the acclaimed poet Plácido
(Gabriel de la Concepción Valdés). In an effort to foster a white majority and curtail black rebellion, Spanish
colonial authorities also banished, imprisoned, and exiled hundreds of free blacks, dismantled the militia of
color, and accelerated white immigration projects.

Scholars have debated the existence of the Conspiracy of La Escalera for over a century, yet little is known
about how those targeted by the violence responded. Drawing on archival material from Cuba, Mexico,
Spain, and the United States, Reid-Vazquez provides a critical window into understanding how free people
of color challenged colonial policies of terror and pursued justice on their own terms using formal and
extralegal methods. Whether rooted in Cuba or cast into the Atlantic World, free men and women of African
descent stretched and broke colonial expectations of their codes of conduct locally and in exile. Their actions
underscored how black agency, albeit fragmented, worked to destabilize repression’s impact.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Evans:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Year of the Lash: Free
People of Color in Cuba and the Nineteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American Places) to read.

Paul Douglas:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Year of the Lash: Free
People of Color in Cuba and the Nineteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American Places) book as nice
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Lupita Kirch:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Year of the Lash: Free People of Color
in Cuba and the Nineteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American Places) can be the response, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

David Scott:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book The
Year of the Lash: Free People of Color in Cuba and the Nineteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American
Places). Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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