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Having completed her transition from a manufacturing economy, America – it is said – has stopped making
things. When there are breakthroughs in engineering and design, it’s usually thanks to a team of corporate
researchers trying to squeeze out more profit. But once upon a time, the United States was a nation of
tinkerers. Amateurs and professionals alike applied their ingenuity and talent to the problems of their day,
coming up with innovative solutions that at once channeled the optimistic spirit of America and kept that
spirit alive. Guided by the curiosity of an inquiring mind, a desire to know how things work, and a belief that
anything can be improved, they laid the foundations for the American century.

When Alexander Graham Bell beat Thomas Edison to the invention of the telephone, Edison fiddled around
with the transmitter and receiver until he produced an equally revolutionary machine – the phonograph.
When Thomas MacDonald observed the hardship that a lack of good roads imposed on his fellow Iowans, he
began a road-building project that eventually morphed into the interstate highway system. Some of the
people profiled in this book attended the finest engineering schools in the world; some, like Microsoft’s
former chief technology officer Nathan Myhrvold, had no formal training in their chosen fields. Some see
themselves as solo visionaries; others emphasize the importance of working in teams. What binds them
together is an ability to imagine new systems and subvert old ones, to see fresh potential in existing
technologies, and to apply technical know-how to the problems of their day.

In The Tinkerers, Alec Foege presents a version of American history told through feats of engineering, large
and small. He argues that reports of tinkering’s death have been greatly exaggerated; since World War II, it
has been the guiding force behind projects from corporate-sponsored innovations (the personal computer,
Ethernet) to smaller scale inventions with great potential (a machine that can make low-cost eyeglass lenses
for people in impoverished countries, a device that uses lasers to shoot malarial mosquitoes out of the sky).
Think tanks and companies have recognized the benefits of tinkering and have done their best to harness and
institutionalize it. But as systems become more complex, budding inventors may become intimidated. Foege
argues that this would be an enormous loss to a nation that achieved its strength largely thanks to the
accomplishments of its innovators. He shows us how tinkering remains, in new and unexpected forms, at the
heart of American society and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Dawson:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Tinkerers: The Amateurs,
DIYers, and Inventors Who Make America Great will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading
any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or ideal book with you?

Oliver Watts:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Tinkerers: The
Amateurs, DIYers, and Inventors Who Make America Great which is keeping the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's notice.

Jack Rolfes:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Tinkerers: The Amateurs, DIYers, and
Inventors Who Make America Great as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Tinkerers: The Amateurs, DIYers, and Inventors Who Make America
Great to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Joseph Levis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Tinkerers: The
Amateurs, DIYers, and Inventors Who Make America Great.
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