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Christopher C. Langdell (1826-1906) is one of the most influential figures in the history of American
professional education. As dean of Harvard Law School from 1870 to 1895, he conceived, designed, and
built the educational model that leading professional schools in virtually all fields subsequently emulated. In
this first full-length biography of the educator and jurist, Bruce Kimball explores Langdell's controversial
role in modern professional education and in jurisprudence.

Langdell founded his model on the idea of academic meritocracy. According to this principle, scholastic
achievement should determine one's merit in professional life. Despite fierce opposition from students,
faculty, alumni, and legal professionals, he designed and instituted a formal system of innovative policies
based on meritocracy. This system's components included the admission requirement of a bachelor's degree,
the sequenced curriculum and its extension to three years, the hurdle of annual examinations for continuation
and graduation, the independent career track for professional faculty, the transformation of the professional
library into a scholarly resource, the inductive pedagogy of teaching from cases, the organization of alumni
to support the school, and a new, highly successful financial strategy.

Langdell's model was subsequently adopted by leading law schools, medical schools, business schools, and
the schools of other professions. By the time of his retirement as dean at Harvard, Langdell's reforms had
shaped the future model for professional education throughout the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Jones:

The feeling that you get from The Inception of Modern Professional Education: C. C. Langdell, 1826-1906
(Studies in Legal History) may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the
more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Inception of
Modern Professional Education: C. C. Langdell, 1826-1906 (Studies in Legal History) giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this The Inception of Modern Professional Education: C. C.
Langdell, 1826-1906 (Studies in Legal History) instantly.

Patricia Bush:

The particular book The Inception of Modern Professional Education: C. C. Langdell, 1826-1906 (Studies in
Legal History) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book The
Inception of Modern Professional Education: C. C. Langdell, 1826-1906 (Studies in Legal History) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Margaret Burman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Inception of Modern Professional
Education: C. C. Langdell, 1826-1906 (Studies in Legal History) guide written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
hesitation The Inception of Modern Professional Education: C. C. Langdell, 1826-1906 (Studies in Legal
History) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't
assess book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Joseph Dolezal:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
The Inception of Modern Professional Education: C. C. Langdell, 1826-1906 (Studies in Legal History) offer



you a new experience in studying a book.
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