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While small communities in Third World countries usually seem at the mercy of central governments and
foreign capitalists, local activists can help exploited peoples correct environmental abuses and social
injustices and seize control of their own destinies.

Kicking Off the Bootstraps is a powerful case history of such an effort. It describes a grassroots activist
movement that emerged in the Puerto Rican community of Salinas to counter the poverty and economic
dependence experienced by its citizens in the wake of "Operation Bootstrap," a post-World War II industrial
development program. Déborah Berman Santana examines the efforts of the community to develop its own
economic strategy based primarily on environmentally and socially responsible uses of local natural and
human resources.

Berman Santana shows how local activists are seeking to empower the Salinas community to make decisions
concerning economic development. She evaluates present-day efforts to develop positive alternatives,
examining the motivations of the activists, the nature of their projects, their efforts to mobilize the
community, their dealings with government and other organizations, and the obstacles they face. In a closing
chapter, she addresses the potential roles of community leaders, outside activists, local businesses, and
government in actualizing these alternatives.

A testimony to one community's efforts to determine its own future, Kicking Off the Bootstraps deals with
real issues such as control over productive resources, quality of life, and environmental health. It also
extends an examination of community-directed activism to an exploration of policy implications for
sustainable development. While this concept is often too vague to be applied to real strategies, the Salinas
experience provides a clear idea of what sustainable development can—and should—mean in actual practice.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Rodiguez:

This Kicking Off the Bootstraps: Environment, Development, and Community Power in Puerto Rico
(Society, Environment, and Place) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Kicking Off the
Bootstraps: Environment, Development, and Community Power in Puerto Rico (Society, Environment, and
Place) without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Kicking Off the Bootstraps: Environment, Development, and
Community Power in Puerto Rico (Society, Environment, and Place) can bring if you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This
Kicking Off the Bootstraps: Environment, Development, and Community Power in Puerto Rico (Society,
Environment, and Place) having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Frank Wimmer:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Kicking Off the Bootstraps:
Environment, Development, and Community Power in Puerto Rico (Society, Environment, and Place) book
since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Veronica Lopez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Kicking Off the Bootstraps: Environment,
Development, and Community Power in Puerto Rico (Society, Environment, and Place) why because the
great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content
is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Tiffany Zamora:

This Kicking Off the Bootstraps: Environment, Development, and Community Power in Puerto Rico
(Society, Environment, and Place) is new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly



because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Kicking Off the Bootstraps: Environment,
Development, and Community Power in Puerto Rico (Society, Environment, and Place) can be the light food
for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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