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It has often been observed that the First World War jolted Canada into nationhood, and as Mark Forsythe and
Greg Dickson show in this compelling book, no province participated more eagerly in that transformation or
felt the aftershock more harshly than British Columbia. In From the West Coast to the Western Front,
Forsythe, host of CBC Radio’s mid-day show BC Almanac, marks the 100th anniversary of World War I by
teaming with historian Greg Dickson and the ever resourceful BC Almanac audience to compile a sweeping
portrayal of that crucial chapter of BC history.

Of the 611,000 Canadians who fought for King and Country,
55,570 were from British Columbia—the highest per capita rate of enlistment in the country. Of that
contingent, 6,225 died in battle, a critical loss to a fledgling province of barely 400,000.

Compiling stories, artifacts and photos sent in by BC Almanac listeners from across the province, this
volume tells of submarine smuggling, bagpipes lost on the battlefield and of the ongoing struggles by
soldiers who made it home. It tells of battles that set records for mass death amid conditions of unequalled
squalor, but also of the heroism of front-line nurses and soldiers like George Maclean, a First Nations man
from the Okanagan, who won the Distinguished Conduct Medal.

By turns devastating, harrowing, insightful and miraculous, these stories reveal much about the spirit and
resilience of a people who survived one of history’s greatest disasters to build the province we have today.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Bell:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book From the West Coast to the Western Front: British
Columbians and the Great War. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as
we know about how is important a book From the West Coast to the Western Front: British Columbians and
the Great War. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Grace Robinson:

This From the West Coast to the Western Front: British Columbians and the Great War book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This From the West Coast to the Western Front: British
Columbians and the Great War without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry From the West Coast to the Western Front: British
Columbians and the Great War can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This From the West Coast to the
Western Front: British Columbians and the Great War having excellent arrangement in word and also layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Geneva Milbourn:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take From the West Coast to the Western Front: British Columbians and the Great
War as the daily resource information.

Mary Tobin:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,



reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
From the West Coast to the Western Front: British Columbians and the Great War.
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