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A 39-month Wartime Odyssey through the Southwest Pacific Area. Based on the true diary and oral
history of Col. John F. Day Jr.

First Lieutenant John F. Day Jr. was a 30-year-old Reserve Army Officer when he was called to active duty
in November 1940. On December 7, 1941, Day found himself aboard a troop ship in the mid-Pacific in route
to the Philippine Islands. The USS Republic, a ship in the Pensacola Convoy, was eight-days out of Pearl
Harbor sailing to re-enforce Gen. Douglas MacArthur. The Japanese attack altered the voyage and changed
Day’s life.

This is the story of Day’s three-year odyssey to reach Manila. After dodging Japanese bombs and strafing
attacks in Java, Day escapes to Melbourne where he arrives two days in advance of Gen. Douglas
MacArthur’s arrival from Corregidor. As one of few U.S. Army officers in Australia, Day is appointed the
first Headquarters Commandant for Gen. MacArthur to support the Allied counter offensive. As a keen
observer of people, Day follows the antics of the generals and the personalities of GHQ, while his heart
remains firmly with the foot soldiers in the jungle. Day’s journey takes him across Australia, New Guinea,
and the Philippines. Only the atomic bomb spares him from joining the invasion force for Japan.

The story is told through Day’s original diary, letters, and oral history. His narrative is supported by
historical research of the wartime events that swirled about him.

There are few 20th century Americans more controversial than General Douglas MacArthur and yet his
leadership in the neglected Southwest Pacific theatre of the Second World War remains one of the least
studied aspects of the conflict. The publication of Major John F Day Jr.’s fascinating diary and letters is a
valuable contribution to our knowledge of the inner workings of MacArthur’s GHQ, from the unique
perspective of a junior officer not enthralled by the “Bataan gang” and with great empathy for the combat
troops he’d once been part of before he was elevated to the role of Headquarters Commandant.

The author has added significant contextual information which makes clear what was unfolding in the
Southwest Pacific frontlines from Java to the Philippines, at times far from the intense office politics of GHQ
in Brisbane. — Karen Nunan, Curator, MacArthur Museum Brisbane, Brisbane, Australia
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From reader reviews:

Jason Hill:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is An Officer in MacArthur's Court. a Memoir of the First Headquarters Commandant
for General Douglas MacArthur in Australia..

David Jones:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The An Officer in
MacArthur's Court. a Memoir of the First Headquarters Commandant for General Douglas MacArthur in
Australia. will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Patricia Bush:

Beside this specific An Officer in MacArthur's Court. a Memoir of the First Headquarters Commandant for
General Douglas MacArthur in Australia. in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't end
up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have An Officer in
MacArthur's Court. a Memoir of the First Headquarters Commandant for General Douglas MacArthur in
Australia. because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Oscar Barr:

You can get this An Officer in MacArthur's Court. a Memoir of the First Headquarters Commandant for
General Douglas MacArthur in Australia. by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not
only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make



your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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