
Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and
Political Power in America

Martin Gilens

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B008AU9LZM
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B008AU9LZM
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B008AU9LZM


Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political
Power in America

Martin Gilens

Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in America Martin Gilens

Can a country be a democracy if its government only responds to the preferences of the rich? In an ideal
democracy, all citizens should have equal influence on government policy--but as this book demonstrates,
America's policymakers respond almost exclusively to the preferences of the economically advantaged.
Affluence and Influence definitively explores how political inequality in the United States has evolved over
the last several decades and how this growing disparity has been shaped by interest groups, parties, and
elections.

With sharp analysis and an impressive range of data, Martin Gilens looks at thousands of proposed policy
changes, and the degree of support for each among poor, middle-class, and affluent Americans. His findings
are staggering: when preferences of low- or middle-income Americans diverge from those of the affluent,
there is virtually no relationship between policy outcomes and the desires of less advantaged groups. In
contrast, affluent Americans' preferences exhibit a substantial relationship with policy outcomes whether
their preferences are shared by lower-income groups or not. Gilens shows that representational inequality is
spread widely across different policy domains and time periods. Yet Gilens also shows that under specific
circumstances the preferences of the middle class and, to a lesser extent, the poor, do seem to matter. In
particular, impending elections--especially presidential elections--and an even partisan division in Congress
mitigate representational inequality and boost responsiveness to the preferences of the broader public.

At a time when economic and political inequality in the United States only continues to rise, Affluence and
Influence raises important questions about whether American democracy is truly responding to the needs of
all its citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Whittington:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Affluence and Influence:
Economic Inequality and Political Power in America? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Charles Jones:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Affluence and
Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in America suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political
Power in Americais the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Alta Favors:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in America can
be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Vincent Espinoza:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in
America offer you a new experience in looking at a book.
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