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This book explores the distinction between selflessness and self-interestedness, between acting for one's own
advantage and acting, even when disadvantageous, for reasons of duty or conscience. This apparently
straightforward contrast (exemplified in the difference between rational-choice models in economics and
holistic models in social anthropology) is a source of confusion. This is so, F. G. Bailey argues, because
people polarize and essentialize both actors and actions and uphold one or the other side of the contrast as
concrete reality, as the truth about how the social world works. The task of The Saving Lie is to show that
both versions are convenient fictions, with instrumental rather than ontological significance: they are not
about truth but about power. At best they are tools that enable us to make sense of our experience; at the
same time they are weapons we deploy to define situations and thus exercise control.

Bailey says that both models fail the test of empiricism: they can be at once immensely elegant and quite
remote from anyone's experience in the real world. And since both models are "saving lies," we should
accept them as necessities, but only to the extent they are useful, and we should constantly remind ourselves
of their limitations. The wrong course, according to Bailey, is to promote one model to the total exclusion of
the other. Instead, we should take care to examine systematically the rhetoric used to promote these models
not only in intellectual discourse but also in defining situations in everyday life.

The book strongly and directly advocates a point of view that combines skepticism with a determination to
anchor abstract argument in evidence. It is argumentative; it invites confrontation; yet it leaves many doors
open for further thought.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Manuel:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get just before. The The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences giving you another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era.
So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out
spare time activity?

Nannie Hand:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Saving Lie: Truth and Method
in the Social Sciences that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you may pick The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences become your personal starter.

Anita Cannon:

The book untitled The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people,
so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author
will take you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Andrea Whitt:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences was filled
with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.



Download and Read Online The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in
the Social Sciences F. G. Bailey #KRQ5OHET2LG



Read The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences by F.
G. Bailey for online ebook

The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences by F. G. Bailey Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences by F. G. Bailey books to read online.

Online The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences by F. G. Bailey ebook
PDF download

The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences by F. G. Bailey Doc

The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences by F. G. Bailey Mobipocket

The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences by F. G. Bailey EPub

The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences by F. G. Bailey Ebook online

The Saving Lie: Truth and Method in the Social Sciences by F. G. Bailey Ebook PDF


