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In this remarkable study, David A. J. Richards combines an interpretive history of culture and law, political
philosophy, and constitutional analysis to explain the background, development, and growing impact of two
of the most important and challenging human rights movements of our time, feminism and gay rights.

Richards argues that both movements are extensions of rights-based dissent, rooted in antebellum abolitionist
feminism that condemned both American racism and sexism. He sees the progressive role of such radical
dissent as an emancipated moral voice in the American constitutional tradition. He examines the role of
dissident African Americans, Jews, women, and homosexuals in forging alternative visions of rights-based
democracy. He also draws special attention to Walt Whitman's visionary poetry, showing how it made space
for the silenced and subjugated voices of homosexuals in public and private culture.

According to Richards, contemporary feminism rediscovers and elaborates this earlier tradition. And,
similarly, the movement for gay rights builds upon an interpretation of abolitionist feminism developed by
Whitman in his defense, both in poetry and prose, of love between men. Richards explores Whitman's impact
on pro-gay advocates, including John Addington Symonds, Havelock Ellis, Edward Carpenter, Oscar Wilde,
and André Gide. He also discusses other diverse writers and reformers such as Margaret Sanger, Franz Boas,
Elizabeth Stanton, W. E. B. DuBois, and Adrienne Rich.

Richards addresses current controversies such as the exclusion of homosexuals from the military and from
the right to marriage and concludes with a powerful defense of the struggle for such constitutional rights in
terms of the principles of rights-based feminism.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Daniels:

This Women, Gays, and the Constitution: The Grounds for Feminism and Gay Rights in Culture and Law are
usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Women, Gays, and
the Constitution: The Grounds for Feminism and Gay Rights in Culture and Law can be among the great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Women, Gays, and the Constitution: The Grounds for Feminism and Gay Rights in Culture and Law
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Carmine Adams:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Women, Gays,
and the Constitution: The Grounds for Feminism and Gay Rights in Culture and Law suitable to you? The
actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Women, Gays, and the
Constitution: The Grounds for Feminism and Gay Rights in Culture and Lawis the main of several books that
will everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Gussie Steller:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Women, Gays, and the
Constitution: The Grounds for Feminism and Gay Rights in Culture and Law is simple to develop you can
read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Harrison Bowman:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Women, Gays, and the Constitution: The Grounds for
Feminism and Gay Rights in Culture and Law was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book Women, Gays, and the Constitution: The Grounds for Feminism and Gay Rights in Culture
and Law has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan
you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to
like reading this.
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