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The schoolhouse has long been a crucible in the construction and contestation of the political concept of
"family values." Through Spanish-bilingual and sex education, moderates and conservatives in California
came to define the family as a politicized and racialized site in the late 1960s and 1970s. Sex education
became a vital arena in the culture wars as cultural conservatives imagined the family as imperiled by
morally lax progressives and liberals who advocated for these programs attempted to manage the onslaught
of sexual explicitness in broader culture. Many moderates, however, doubted the propriety of addressing
such sensitive issues outside the home. Bilingual education, meanwhile, was condemned as a symbol of
wasteful federal spending on ethically questionable curricula and an intrusion on local prerogative. Spanish-
language bilingual-bicultural programs may seem less relevant to the politics of family, but many Latino
parents and students attempted to assert their authority, against great resistance, in impassioned demands to
incorporate their cultural and linguistic heritage into the classroom. Both types of educational programs, in
their successful implementation and in the reaction they inspired, highlight the rightward turn and enduring
progressivism in postwar American political culture.

In Classroom Wars, Natalia Mehlman Petrzela charts how a state and a citizenry deeply committed to public
education as an engine of civic and moral education navigated the massive changes brought about by the
1960s, including the sexual revolution, school desegregation, and a dramatic increase in Latino immigration.
She traces the mounting tensions over educational progressivism, cultural and moral decay, and fiscal
improvidence, using sources ranging from policy documents to student newspapers, from course evaluations
to oral histories. Petrzela reveals how a growing number of Americans fused values about family, personal,
and civic morality, which galvanized a powerful politics that engaged many Californians and, ultimately,
many Americans. In doing so, they blurred the distinction between public and private and inspired some of
the fiercest classroom wars in American history. Taking readers from the cultures of Orange County mega-
churches to Berkeley coffeehouses, Natalia Mehlman Petrzela's history of these classroom controversies
sheds light on the bitterness of the battles over diversity we continue to wage today and their influence on
schools and society nationwide.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Hood:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Classroom Wars:
Language, Sex, and the Making of Modern Political Culture to read.

Patricia Henderson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the Making of Modern Political Culture your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the Making of
Modern Political Culture giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving
you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Bonnie Lugo:

Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the Making of Modern Political Culture can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in
writing Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the Making of Modern Political Culture however doesn't forget
the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Carolyn Hoar:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the Making of Modern
Political Culture was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book



that you wanted.
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