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Since the 1990s the Japanese pet industry has grown to a trillion-yen business and estimates place the
number of pets above the number of children under the age of fifteen. There are between 6,000 to 8,000
businesses in the Japanese pet funeral industry, including more than 900 pet cemeteries. Of these about 120
are operated by Buddhist temples, and Buddhist mortuary rites for pets have become an institutionalized
practice. In Bones of Contention, Barbara Ambros investigates what religious and intellectual traditions
constructed animals as subjects of religious rituals and how pets have been included or excluded in the necral
landscapes of contemporary Japan.

Pet mortuary rites are emblems of the ongoing changes in contemporary Japanese religions. The increase in
single and nuclear-family households, marriage delays for both males and females, the falling birthrate and
graying of society, the occult boom of the 1980s, the pet boom of the 1990s, the anti-religious backlash in
the wake of the 1995 Aum Shinriky? incident—all of these and more have contributed to Japan’s contested
history of pet mortuary rites. Ambros uses this history to shed light on important questions such as: Who (or
what) counts as a family member? What kinds of practices should the state recognize as religious and thus
protect financially and legally? Is it frivolous or selfish to keep, pamper, or love an animal? Should humans
and pets be buried together? How do people reconcile the deeply personal grief that follows the loss of a pet
and how do they imagine the afterlife of pets? And ultimately, what is the status of animals in Japan? Bones
of Contention is a book about how Japanese people feel and think about pets and other kinds of animals and,
in turn, what pets and their people have to tell us about life and death in Japan today.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Robles:

With other case, little people like to read book Bones of Contention: Animals and Religion in Contemporary
Japan. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book Bones of Contention: Animals and Religion in Contemporary Japan. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Bella Singer:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Bones of Contention: Animals
and Religion in Contemporary Japan. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Dennis Winters:

Beside that Bones of Contention: Animals and Religion in Contemporary Japan in your phone, it might give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Bones of Contention: Animals and Religion in Contemporary
Japan because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you
do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Steven Atkins:

You can get this Bones of Contention: Animals and Religion in Contemporary Japan by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade.
Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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