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Now considered a dysfunctional mess, Chicago’s public housing projects once had long waiting lists of
would-be residents hoping to leave the slums behind. So what went wrong? To answer this complicated
question, D. Bradford Hunt traces public housing’s history in Chicago from its New Deal roots through
current mayor Richard M. Daley’s Plan for Transformation. In the process, he chronicles the Chicago
Housing Authority’s own transformation from the city’s most progressive government agency to its largest
slumlord.

            Challenging explanations that attribute the projects’ decline primarily to racial discrimination and
real estate interests, Hunt argues that well-intentioned but misguided policy decisions—ranging from design
choices to maintenance contracts—also paved the road to failure. Moreover, administrators who fully
understood the potential drawbacks did not try to halt such deeply flawed projects as Cabrini-Green and the
Robert Taylor Homes. These massive high-rise complexes housed unprecedented numbers of children but
relatively few adults, engendering disorder that pushed out the working class and, consequently, the rents
needed to maintain the buildings. The resulting combination of fiscal crisis, managerial incompetence, and
social unrest plunged the CHA into a quagmire from which it is still struggling to emerge.

           Blueprint for Disaster, then,is an urgent reminder of the havoc poorly conceived policy can wreak on
our most vulnerable citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Tom Johnson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Blueprint for Disaster: The Unraveling of Chicago Public Housing
(Historical Studies of Urban America) has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Blueprint for Disaster: The Unraveling
of Chicago Public Housing (Historical Studies of Urban America) is not only giving you far more new
information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Blueprint for Disaster: The Unraveling of
Chicago Public Housing (Historical Studies of Urban America). You never truly feel lose out for everything
in the event you read some books.

Mindy Hicks:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Blueprint for
Disaster: The Unraveling of Chicago Public Housing (Historical Studies of Urban America) suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Blueprint for
Disaster: The Unraveling of Chicago Public Housing (Historical Studies of Urban America)is a single of
several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented
of the world on this book.

Rudy Hendren:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be study.
Blueprint for Disaster: The Unraveling of Chicago Public Housing (Historical Studies of Urban America)
can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Richard Starkes:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is identified as of book Blueprint for Disaster: The Unraveling of Chicago Public Housing (Historical Studies
of Urban America). Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It
can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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