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More than 140 years ago, Mark Twain observed that the Civil War had "uprooted institutions that were
centuries old, changed the politics of a people, transformed the social life of half the country, and wrought so
profoundly upon the entire national character that the influence cannot be measured short of two or three
generations." In fact, five generations have passed, and Americans are still trying to measure the influence of
the immense fratricidal conflict that nearly tore the nation apart.

In The War that Forged a Nation, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian James M. McPherson considers why the
Civil War remains so deeply embedded in our national psyche and identity. The drama and tragedy of the
war, from its scope and size--an estimated death toll of 750,000, far more than the rest of the country's wars
combined--to the nearly mythical individuals involved--Abraham Lincoln, Robert E. Lee, Stonewall
Jackson--help explain why the Civil War remains a topic of interest. But the legacy of the war extends far
beyond historical interest or scholarly attention. Here, McPherson draws upon his work over the past fifty
years to illuminate the war's continuing resonance across many dimensions of American life.

Touching upon themes that include the war's causes and consequences; the naval war; slavery and its
abolition; and Lincoln as commander in chief, McPherson ultimately proves the impossibility of
understanding the issues of our own time unless we first understand their roots in the era of the Civil War.
From racial inequality and conflict between the North and South to questions of state sovereignty or the role
of government in social change--these issues, McPherson shows, are as salient and controversial today as
they were in the 1860s.

Thoughtful, provocative, and authoritative, The War that Forged a Nation looks anew at the reasons
America's civil war has remained a subject of intense interest for the past century and a half, and affirms the
enduring relevance of the conflict for America today.
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From reader reviews:

Jacquelyn Lopez:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The War That Forged a Nation: Why the
Civil War Still Matters will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book
with you?

Victor Willis:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The War That Forged a Nation: Why the Civil
War Still Matters is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Carlee Smith:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book
that need more time to be go through. The War That Forged a Nation: Why the Civil War Still Matters can
be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Donnie Matthews:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book The War That Forged a Nation: Why the Civil War Still Matters we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book The
War That Forged a Nation: Why the Civil War Still Matters. You can more attractive than now.
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