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Thomas Hardy (2nd June 1840 – 11th January 1928), celebrated poet and writer, was born in a modest
thatched cottage near Dorchester in the West country, to a builder father. His mother came from a line of
intelligent, lively and ambitious women so ensured her son had the best formal education available for their
modest means although this ended when he was 16. He became a draughtsman specialising in the building of
churches was able to give it up to be a full time writer and poet with the publication of Far From the
Madding Crown which became a bestseller and like much of his work was serialised. His writing reflects his
passionate beliefs for social reform and exposes the hypocrisy of the rules of the Victorian age which
constrained many freedoms with convention and restricted the transcending of class boundaries. His novels
are almost entirely set in rural Wessex which although fictional is clearly rooted in the SW counties of
England where he was born and lived most of his life. Hardy’s writing caused controversy in his lifetime but
despite this he was highly praised and showered with honorary doctorates from many universities, a
knighthood, which he refused and in 1910 the prestigious Order of the Merit. Jude the Obscure is ”the sort of
man who was born to ache a good deal.” He is desperate to study at Christminster, the fictionalised Oxford
University, and whilst self educated to a sufficient standard, his humble rural background prevents
admission. Furthermore, he is distracted by the sensual Arabella and falls in love with the educated.
emancipated new woman, Sue creating as Hardy states “a deadly war waged between flesh and spirit”.
Whilst doomed love and unfulfilled ambition are the dominant themes, the frank criticism of marriage and
fearless exploration of sexuality caused so much protest for its supposed indecency and the ensuing bitter
criticism, made this Hardy’s final novel and many agree also his finest. The novel continues to inspire the
modern mind as the recent film directed by Michael Winterbottom and starring Christopher Eccleston and
Kate Winslet as Jude and Sue attests.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Haller:

The book Jude The Obscure, By Thomas Hardy: "Every successful man is more or less a selfish man." can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a
book Jude The Obscure, By Thomas Hardy: "Every successful man is more or less a selfish man."? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for
that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Jude The Obscure, By Thomas
Hardy: "Every successful man is more or less a selfish man." has simple shape however you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Dolores Wade:

Here thing why this specific Jude The Obscure, By Thomas Hardy: "Every successful man is more or less a
selfish man." are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends
in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Jude The Obscure, By Thomas Hardy:
"Every successful man is more or less a selfish man." giving you information deeper and in different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Jude The Obscure, By Thomas
Hardy: "Every successful man is more or less a selfish man.". It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Jude The Obscure, By Thomas Hardy:
"Every successful man is more or less a selfish man." in e-book can be your alternative.

Rose Ibarra:

This Jude The Obscure, By Thomas Hardy: "Every successful man is more or less a selfish man." are usually
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Jude The
Obscure, By Thomas Hardy: "Every successful man is more or less a selfish man." can be on the list of great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with
information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Jude The Obscure,
By Thomas Hardy: "Every successful man is more or less a selfish man." forcing you to have an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Rosa Rodriguez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why



so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Jude The Obscure, By Thomas Hardy:
"Every successful man is more or less a selfish man." or maybe others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Jude The Obscure, By
Thomas Hardy: "Every successful man is more or less a selfish man." to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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