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From Buddy Holly and the Crickets to the Flatlanders, Terry Allen, and Natalie Maines, Lubbock, Texas, has
produced songwriters, musicians, and artists as prolifically as cotton, conservatives, and windstorms. While
nobody questions where the conservatives come from in a city that a recent nonpartisan study ranked as
America's second most conservative, many people wonder why Lubbock is such fertile ground for creative
spirits who want to expand the boundaries of thought in music and art. Is it just that "there's nothing else to
do," as some have suggested, or is there something in the character of Lubbock that encourages creativity as
much as conservatism?

In this book, Christopher Oglesby interviews twenty-five musicians and artists with ties to Lubbock to
discover what it is about this community and West Texas in general that feeds the creative spirit. Their
answers are revealing. Some speak of the need to rebel against conventional attitudes that threaten to limit
their horizons. Others, such as Joe Ely, praise the freedom of mind they find on the wide open plains. "There
is this empty desolation that I could fill if I picked up a pen and wrote, or picked up a guitar and played," he
says. Still others express skepticism about how much Lubbock as a place contributes to the success of its
musicians. Jimmie Dale Gilmore says, "I think there is a large measure of this Lubbock phenomenon that is
just luck, and that is the part that you cannot explain."

As a whole, the interviews create a portrait not only of Lubbock's musicians and artists, but also of the
musical community that has sustained them, including venues such as the legendary Cotton Club and the
original Stubb's Barbecue. This kaleidoscopic portrait of the West Texas music scene gets to the heart of
what it takes to create art in an isolated, often inhospitable environment. As Oglesby says, "Necessity is the
mother of creation. Lubbock needed beauty, poetry, humor, and it needed to get up and shake its communal
ass a bit or go mad from loneliness and boredom; so Lubbock created the amazing likes of Jimmie Dale
Gilmore, Butch Hancock, Terry Allen, and Joe Ely."
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From reader reviews:

Sean Lee:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Fire in the Water, Earth in the Air: Legends of West Texas Music (Brad and
Michele Moore Roots Music). Try to the actual book Fire in the Water, Earth in the Air: Legends of West
Texas Music (Brad and Michele Moore Roots Music) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Johnny Cahill:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Fire in the Water,
Earth in the Air: Legends of West Texas Music (Brad and Michele Moore Roots Music)? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you
can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Bernice Cofield:

This Fire in the Water, Earth in the Air: Legends of West Texas Music (Brad and Michele Moore Roots
Music) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Fire in the Water, Earth
in the Air: Legends of West Texas Music (Brad and Michele Moore Roots Music) without we know teach
the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Fire in
the Water, Earth in the Air: Legends of West Texas Music (Brad and Michele Moore Roots Music) can bring
any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even telephone. This Fire in the Water, Earth in the Air: Legends of West Texas Music
(Brad and Michele Moore Roots Music) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Catherine Gober:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one



using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Fire in the Water, Earth in the Air:
Legends of West Texas Music (Brad and Michele Moore Roots Music) is kind of book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.
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