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Because of their enormous size, elephants have long been irresistible for kings as symbols of their eminence.
In early civilizations—such as Egypt, Mesopotamia, the Indus Civilization, and China—kings used elephants
for royal sacrifice, spectacular hunts, public display of live captives, or the conspicuous consumption of
ivory—all of them tending toward the elephant’s extinction. The kings of India, however, as Thomas R.
Trautmann shows in this study, found a use for elephants that actually helped preserve their habitat and
numbers in the wild: war.

            Trautmann traces the history of the war elephant in India and the spread of the institution to the
west—where elephants took part in some of the greatest wars of antiquity—and Southeast Asia (but not
China, significantly), a history that spans 3,000 years and a considerable part of the globe, from Spain to
Java. He shows that because elephants eat such massive quantities of food, it was uneconomic to raise them
from birth. Rather, in a unique form of domestication, Indian kings captured wild adults and trained them,
one by one, through millennia. Kings were thus compelled to protect wild elephants from hunters and
elephant forests from being cut down. By taking a wide-angle view of human-elephant relations, Trautmann
throws into relief the structure of India’s environmental history and the reasons for the persistence of wild
elephants in its forests. 
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From reader reviews:

William Herold:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History.

Donald Diaz:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History book is readable simply by
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving
Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

James Hibner:

The guide untitled Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History is the publication that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language
that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History from the publisher
to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Duane Vega:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History will give you a new experience in reading
through a book.
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