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In early April 1942, a little-known episode of World War II took place, said by Sir Winston Churchill to be
“the most dangerous moment of the war,” when the Japanese made their only major offensive westwards into
the Indian Ocean. Historian Sir Arthur Bryant said, “A Japanese naval victory in April 1942 would have
given Japan total control of the Indian Ocean, isolated the Middle East and brought down the Churchill
government.”

War in the Far East had erupted with the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, followed in
succession by Japanese drives on the Philippines, Indochina, the Java Sea and Singapore. Seemingly
unstoppable, the Japanese now had a vast new empire, and having crippled the American fleet at Pearl
Harbor, turned their sights on the British Eastern Fleet based at Ceylon. Occupation of Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka) would not only provide the Japanese a springboard into India but control of the essential convoy
routes to Europe and the Western Desert. And aside from the British Eastern Fleet, the Indian Ocean lay
undefended.

So far the Japanese had suffered no significant losses and the question on everyone’s lips was how soon the
enemy would appear off India. In April 1942 a Japanese fleet led by six aircraft carriers, four battleships and
30 other ships sailed into the Bay of Bengal. After the war Churchill said that potential disaster was averted
by the actions of one pilot, Squadron Leader L.J. Birchall, who in his Catalina flying boat spotted the
Japanese warships massing some 350 miles from Ceylon. He was shot down by a Japanese Zero but not
before sending a brief radio message back to his base. This gave the island’s defense forces time to prepare.

In the ferocious battles that followed, the British lost a carrier, two heavy cruisers and many other ships;
however, the Japanese eventually turned back, never to sail against India again. John Clancy, whose father
survived the sinking of HMS Cornwall during the battle, tells the story of this dramatic but little known
campaign in which a major Allied catastrophe was only narrowly averted.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Stanford:

Here thing why this "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's
Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no guide that similar with "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's
Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War":
Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 in e-book can be your alternate.

Antonia Parham:

The particular book "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942
will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book "The Most
Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Denise Wallis:

Beside this kind of "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 in
your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War":
Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from now!

Cheryl Saldana:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's
Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
"The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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