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European and American scholars from the eighteenth through the mid-twentieth centuries thought that all
societies passed through the same developmental stages, from primitive to advanced. Implicit in this
developmental paradigm—one that has affected generations of thought on societal development—was the
assumption that one could "read history sideways." That is, one could see what the earlier stages of a modern
Western society looked like by examining contemporaneous so-called primitive societies in other parts of the
world.

In Reading History Sideways, leading family scholar Arland Thornton demonstrates how this approach,
though long since discredited, has permeated Western ideas and values about the family. Further, its
domination of social science for centuries caused the misinterpretation of Western trends in family structure,
marriage, fertility, and parent-child relations. Revisiting the "developmental fallacy," Thornton here traces its
central role in changes in the Western world, from marriage to gender roles to adolescent sexuality. Through
public policies, aid programs, and colonialism, it continues to reshape families in non-Western societies as
well.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Grinder:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Reading History Sideways: The Fallacy and Enduring
Impact of the Developmental Paradigm on Family Life (Population and Development Series). You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of
book Reading History Sideways: The Fallacy and Enduring Impact of the Developmental Paradigm on
Family Life (Population and Development Series). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Charlotte Ramsey:

This Reading History Sideways: The Fallacy and Enduring Impact of the Developmental Paradigm on
Family Life (Population and Development Series) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Reading History Sideways: The Fallacy and Enduring
Impact of the Developmental Paradigm on Family Life (Population and Development Series) can be among
the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with
information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that
this Reading History Sideways: The Fallacy and Enduring Impact of the Developmental Paradigm on Family
Life (Population and Development Series) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Rhonda Joiner:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Reading History Sideways: The
Fallacy and Enduring Impact of the Developmental Paradigm on Family Life (Population and Development
Series), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Clayton Johnson:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the



library or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Reading History Sideways: The Fallacy and Enduring
Impact of the Developmental Paradigm on Family Life (Population and Development Series) can make you
feel more interested to read.
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