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The Silk Route was an ancient caravan route that began at the Golden Horn in present-day Istanbul and
extended through the Caucasus, Iran, Afghanistan, and Central Asia to China and its seaports. It was through
this caravan route, perhaps as long ago as the fourth century a.d. that goods of European manufacturers were
introduced to remote villages and settlements. Here they were traded for indigenous exotic items such as silk,
spices, and the subject of this luxurious and authoritative volume-oriental rugs. "Oriental Rugs of the Silk
Route," by John B. Gregorian, president of one of the oldest and largest oriental rug institutions in North
America, provides an illustrated tour of the modern-day oriental rug-making centers of the Silk Route. A
compelling text and stunning color photography complemented by vintage black-and-white images transport
you to Middle Eastern villages and cities, revealing the rug-making culture and process there. From
colorfully dressed peasants tending sheep, carding wool, and boiling natural dyes in Turkey and India's
remote rug-weaving villages and trading centers to the sophisticated showrooms and the Grand Bazaar of
Istanbul, as well as mosques, temples, restaurants, and homes where beautiful rugs are on display, this
visually rich and authoritative volume travels behind the scenes of the mysterious, exotic cultures famous for
this centuries-old art form. Chapters cover the history and lore of the Silk Route and the famous weaving
centers of India and Turkey, relating stories of the weavers, dyers, and merchants; superstitions; religious
symbolism, and Middle Eastern aesthetics. Also included is a wealth of rug examples and information on the
rugsthemselves, such as rug types, dyes, symbology, weaving techniques, and knots. There is also
professional advice for rug buyers: an assessment of the rug-making industry today; a complete guide to
evaluating and purchasing a rug; a discussion of buying and trading customs; and helpful tips on negotiating
abroad as well as on decorating with oriental rugs throughout the home. A glossary provides definitions of
oriental rug terminology, while an appendix rounds out the book with a complete discussion of cleaning and
repair. At once a unique journey to the world's finest oriental rug-making centers and an authoritative
reference, "Oriental Rugs of the Silk Route" is captivating, informative reading for beginning and
knowledgeable rug enthusiasts and travelers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Sandlin:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Oriental Rugs of the Silk
Route: Culture, Process, and Selection will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate
book with you?

Gale Coachman:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Oriental Rugs of the Silk Route: Culture,
Process, and Selection. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Thomas Manna:

The book untitled Oriental Rugs of the Silk Route: Culture, Process, and Selection is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Oriental Rugs of the Silk Route: Culture, Process, and Selection from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Stephen Stansbury:

Oriental Rugs of the Silk Route: Culture, Process, and Selection can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Oriental Rugs of the
Silk Route: Culture, Process, and Selection although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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