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When Czechoslovakia became independent in 1918, Czechs embraced democracy, which they saw as
particularly suited to their national interests. Politicians enthusiastically supported a constitution that
proclaimed all citizens, women as well as men, legally equal. But they soon found themselves split over how
to implement this pledge. Some believed democracy required extensive egalitarian legislation. Others
contended that any commitment to equality had to bow before other social interests, such as preserving the
traditional family.

On the eve of World War II, Czech leaders jettisoned the young republic for an “authoritarian democracy”
that firmly placed their nation, and not the individual citizen, at the center of politics. In 1948, they turned to
a Communist-led “people's democracy,” which also devalued individual rights.

By examining specific policy issues, including marriage and family law, civil service regulations, citizenship
law, and abortion statutes, Elusive Equality demonstrates the relationship between Czechs' ideas about
gender roles and their attitudes toward democracy. Gradually, many Czechs became convinced that
protecting a traditionally gendered family ideal was more important to their national survival than adhering
to constitutionally prescribed standards of equal citizenship. Through extensive original research, Melissa
Feinberg assembles a compelling account of how early Czech progress in women's rights, tied to democratic
reforms, eventually lost momentum in the face of political transformations and the separation of state and
domestic issues. Moreover, Feinberg presents a prism through which our understanding of twentieth-century
democracy is deepened, and a cautionary tale for all those who want to make democratic governments work.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Steele:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled Elusive Equality: Gender, Citizenship, and the Limits of
Democracy in Czechoslovokia, 1918-1950 (Pitt Russian East European) can be very good book to read. May
be it might be best activity to you.

Garth McDonald:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Elusive Equality: Gender, Citizenship, and the
Limits of Democracy in Czechoslovokia, 1918-1950 (Pitt Russian East European), you may enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Charles Steen:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Elusive Equality: Gender,
Citizenship, and the Limits of Democracy in Czechoslovokia, 1918-1950 (Pitt Russian East European) which
is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Philip Mejia:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Elusive Equality: Gender, Citizenship, and the Limits of Democracy in
Czechoslovokia, 1918-1950 (Pitt Russian East European) can make you sense more interested to read.
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