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Christian evangelism was the ostensible motive for much of the early European interaction with the
indigenous population of America. The religious orders of the Catholic Church were the front-line
representatives of Western culture and the ones who met indigenous America face-to-face. They were also
the primary agents of religious change. In this book, Nicholas Cushner provides the first comprehensive
overview and analysis of the American missionary activities of the Jesuits. From the North American
encounter with the Indians of Florida in 1565, through Mexico, New France, the Paraguay Reductions,
Andean Perus, to contact with Native Americans in Maryland on the eve of the American Revolution,
members of the order interacted with both native elites and colonizers. Drawing on the abundant
documentation of and scholarship about these encounters, Cushner examines how the Jesuits behaved toward
the indigenous population and analyzes the way in which native belief systems were replaced by
Christianity. He seeks to understand how and why the initial European-Indian encounter changed not only
the religion of the natives, but also their material culture, economic activity, social organization, and even
their sexual behavior. Always sensitive to the influence of European "cultural filters" on Jesuit accounts,
Cushner attempts as far as possible to discover the authentic voices of the Native Americans with whom they
interacted. The result is a fascinating and highly accessible introduction to the earliest colonial encounters in
the Americas.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Carrillo:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Why Have You
Come Here?: The Jesuits and the First Evangelization of Native America? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Bonnie Skelton:

Here thing why this Why Have You Come Here?: The Jesuits and the First Evangelization of Native
America are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in
the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Why Have You Come Here?: The
Jesuits and the First Evangelization of Native America giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Why Have You Come Here?: The Jesuits
and the First Evangelization of Native America. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Why Have You Come Here?: The Jesuits and the First
Evangelization of Native America in e-book can be your alternate.

Michael Roberts:

The event that you get from Why Have You Come Here?: The Jesuits and the First Evangelization of Native
America may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Why Have You Come
Here?: The Jesuits and the First Evangelization of Native America giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this kind of Why Have You Come Here?: The Jesuits and the First
Evangelization of Native America instantly.

Opal Moffett:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Why Have You Come Here?: The Jesuits and the First Evangelization of Native America your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one



application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Why Have You
Come Here?: The Jesuits and the First Evangelization of Native America giving you another experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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