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This book takes its leave with the realization that Western-driven culture is quickly reaching the limits of
global capitalism, and that this reality manifests itself not only economically and politically, but that it is at
once a cultural, aesthetic, political, religious, ecological, and philosophical problem.  While Western
capitalism is based upon the assumption of indefinite growth, we have run up against real, physical
constraints to growth, and humanity must face the real, physical ramifications of the short-sighted and
ultimately counter-productive choices made on behalf of the capitalist machine.  While there is widespread
angst and numerous scenarios of apocalyptic crisis and collapse, there is little or no comprehension of the
problem and a coherent picture of reality is left wanting.  Drawing primarily from the discourses of
contemporary continental philosophy, cultural theory, and radical theology, the new materialism is being
offered up as a redress to this problem by its effort to make sense of the world as an integrated whole.

The book emphasizes three aspects of the current crisis: the ecological crisis, which is often viewed primarily
in terms of global warming; the energy crisis, which involves peak oil and the limits of the ability to extract
and exploit the cheap energy of fossil fuels; and finally the financial crisis, which involves the de-leveraging
and destruction of massive amounts of money and credit. Each of these problems is inter-related, because
money is dependent upon energy, and energy is a product of natural physical resources that are finite and
diminishing. 

Rather than despair or the cynicism that passes for realpolitik, the authors will suggest that this crisis
provides an opening for a new kind of orientation to thinking and acting, a new way of being in and of the
earth. This opening is an opening onto a new materialism that is neither a crude consumerist materialism nor
a reductive atomic materialism, but a materialism that takes seriously the material and physical world in
which we live. This materialism counters idealism in its practical and philosophical forms, which constructs
an ideal world that we wish to inhabit and then mistakes that world for the real one. Furthermore, in contrast
to classical materialism which rejects religion as a form of false consciousness, this new materialism
recognizes religion as an effective means of political mobilization and as a genuine source of piety, and thus
does not oppose religion per se; instead, it opposes fanaticism and fundamentalism, including the fairy-tale
expectations that a God or gods will rescue us from our predicament and punish the evil-doers while
rewarding the righteous.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Denzer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Religion, Politics, and the Earth: The New Materialism
(Radical Theologies). Try to make book Religion, Politics, and the Earth: The New Materialism (Radical
Theologies) as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience
as well as knowledge with this book.

Laura Clark:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Religion, Politics, and the Earth:
The New Materialism (Radical Theologies) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Linda McGrane:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Religion, Politics, and the Earth: The New Materialism (Radical
Theologies) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer regarding Religion, Politics, and the Earth: The New Materialism (Radical Theologies)
content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Religion, Politics, and the Earth: The
New Materialism (Radical Theologies) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Rebecca McGrew:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to your account is Religion, Politics, and the Earth: The New Materialism (Radical Theologies) this guide
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The



actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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