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The astonishing, hitherto unknown truths about a disease that transformed the United States at its
birth

A horrifying epidemic of smallpox was sweeping across the Americas when the War of Independence began,
and yet we know almost nothing about it. Elizabeth A. Fenn is the first historian to reveal how deeply variola
affected the outcome of the war in every colony and the lives of everyone in North America.

By 1776, when military action and political ferment increased the movement of people and microbes, the
epidemic worsened. Fenn's remarkable research shows us how smallpox devastated the American troops at
Québec and kept them at bay during the British occupation of Boston. Soon the disease affected the war in
Virginia, where it ravaged slaves who had escaped to join the British forces. During the terrible winter at
Valley Forge, General Washington had to decide if and when to attempt the risky inoculation of his troops.
In 1779, while Creeks and Cherokees were dying in Georgia, smallpox broke out in Mexico City, whence it
followed travelers going north, striking Santa Fe and outlying pueblos in January 1781. Simultaneously it
moved up the Pacific coast and east across the plains as far as Hudson's Bay.

The destructive, desolating power of smallpox made for a cascade of public-helath crises and heartbreaking
human drama. Fenn's innovative work shows how this mega-tragedy was met and what its consequences
were for America.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Deanda:

With other case, little persons like to read book Pox Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of 1775-82.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
some sort of book Pox Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of 1775-82. You can add information and
of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

James Bassler:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an individual
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Pox Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of
1775-82 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Miranda Wenger:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Pox Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of 1775-82, you may tells your family, friends
and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Nicolas Dandrea:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Pox
Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of 1775-82.
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