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Franz Kafka was one of the most influential writers of the twentieth century. His writing contributed greatly
to existentialism, and the term “Kafkaesque” is now synonymous with the literature of the surreal, the
complex and the illogical. His works sustained themes of violence, family conflict, bizarre and all-powerful
bureaucracies, and fantastical transformations. However, in Kafka, Angry Poet, Pascale Casanova looks past
the customary analyses of Kafka’s work and dives deep into his mind, examining his motives rather than the
results. She bravely asks the question, “What if Kafka were the most radical of social critics? What if he had
actually attempted to pull the wool over our eyes with narratives that are, in fact, subtly deceptive?”

The hypothesis she develops is that Kafka began with an awareness of the tragic fate of the German-speaking
Jews of early twentieth-century Prague and was subsequently led to reflect on other forms of power, such as
male dominance and colonial oppression. The stories produced as a result were traps for the unwary,
throwing the reader off the scent with the use of unreliable and even deceitful narrators. Curiously, says
Casanova, it is not in literature that one finds the answers to these questions but in German ethnology, a field
which, as an intellectual of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Kafka knew well. Through her detailed research,
Casanova shows us a combative Kafka who is at once ethnologist and investigator, unstintingly denouncing
all forms of domination with the kind of tireless rage that was his hallmark. In so doing, she sheds light on
the deep-seated reasons for Kafka’s anger.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Walker:

The book Kafka, Angry Poet (The French List) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book
very appropriate to you. The book Kafka, Angry Poet (The French List) is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Daniel Rogers:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Kafka, Angry Poet (The French List).

Deborah Hagan:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Kafka, Angry Poet (The French List) offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Tara Huber:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely Kafka, Angry Poet (The French List). This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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