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Brooklyn's historic names are emblems of American culture and history. Uncovering the remarkable stories
behind the landmarks, Brooklyn By Name takes readers on a stroll through the streets and places of this
thriving metropolis to reveal the borough's textured past. Listing more than 500 of Brooklyn's most
prominent place names, organized alphabetically by region, and richly illustrated with photographs and
current maps the book captures the diverse threads of American history. We learn about the Canarsie
Indians, the region's first settlers, whose language survives in daily traffic reports about the Gowanus
Expressway. The arrival of the Dutch West India Company in 1620 brought the first wave of European
names, from Boswijck (town in the woods,  later Bushwick) to Bedford-Stuyvesant, after the controversial
administrator of the Dutch colony, to numerous places named after prominent Dutch families like the
Bergens.The English takeover of the area in 1664 led to the Anglicization of Dutch names, (vlackebos,
meaning ;wooded plain,  became Flatbush) and the introduction of distinctively English names (Kensington,
Brighton Beach). A century later the American Revolution swept away most Tory monikers, replacing them
with signers of the Declaration of Independence and international figures who supported the revolution such
as Lafayette (France), De Kalb (Germany), and Kosciuszko (Poland). We learn too of the dark corners of
Brooklyns past, encountering over 70 streets named for prominent slaveholders like Lefferts and Lott but
none for its most famous abolitionist, Walt Whitman.From the earliest settlements to recent commemorations
such as Malcolm X Boulevard, Brooklyn By Name  tells the tales of the poets, philosophers, baseball heroes,
diplomats, warriors, and saints who have left their imprint on this polyethnic borough that was once almost
disastrously renamed  New York East. Ideal for all Brooklynites, newcomers, and visitors, this book
includes:Over 500 entries explaining the colorful history of Brooklyn's most prominent place names Over
100 vivid photographs of Brooklyn past and present 9 easy to follow and up-to-date maps of the
neighborhoods Informative sidebars covering topics like Ebbets Field, Lindsay Triangle, and the Verrazano
Narrows Bridge Covers all neighborhoods, easily find the street you're on Fascinating morsels of Brooklyn
history. An entertaining, breezy compilation for the NYU Press, perfect for reading down at Coney, up on tar
beach, or out on your shady front stoop this summer. So if you wanna know how Dead Horse Bay,
Sheepshead Bay, Floyd Bennett Field, Smith St. Carroll Gardens, Junior's Restaurant, Green Wood
Cemetery, Gilmore Court or the Riegelmann Boardwalk got their names, grab a copy of Brooklyn by Name
New York Daily News Information is well presented and well illustrated both factors making this guide easy
on the eye. Hardly a location is left unexplored in this fascinating, indispensable guide to a borough
undeservedly in Manhattan's shadow. Booklist; Witty, occasionally irreverent and always engaging,
Brooklyn by Name takes readers from the six independent towns that once comprised Breuckelen to the
modern metropolis. Weiss and Benardo have uncovered surprising data and have woven a compulsively
readable narrative. Pick it up, rifle through, and find out about or be reminded of the underpinnings of our
borough's heritage. The Brooklyn Rail This book is an essential companion for anyone teaching about
Brooklyn, for anyone writing about the borough, and for tour guide people. Benardo and Weiss have to be
pleased with their product, and clearly should be congratulated. 
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From reader reviews:

Steven Clayton:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
mainly because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Brooklyn By Name: How the
Neighborhoods, Streets, Parks, Bridges, and More Got Their Names to read.

Dorothy Marsh:

Brooklyn By Name: How the Neighborhoods, Streets, Parks, Bridges, and More Got Their Names can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement
in writing Brooklyn By Name: How the Neighborhoods, Streets, Parks, Bridges, and More Got Their Names
but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Nancy Smith:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Brooklyn By Name: How the Neighborhoods, Streets, Parks,
Bridges, and More Got Their Names why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Rhonda Silva:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Brooklyn By Name: How the Neighborhoods, Streets, Parks, Bridges, and More Got
Their Names. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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